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PROBLEMS WHICH CONFRONT THE PUBLIC SCHOOL 
THE OPENING THE TWENTIETH CENTURY. 


SUPERINTENDENT AARON GOVE, 
DENVER, COLORADO. 

problem confronting the present administration 
schools the opening the twentieth century is,—to what 
extent should the property the State taxed for the support 
public education? Along with the increased price living, 
the luxuries well conveniences, that have grown into the 
daily life the American people the middle and higher 
classes, has come corresponding increase the demands 
the school. have added the old curriculum, working 
wood, and, the high schools, metals; have added de- 
vices costing the aggregate thousands dollars: the kinder- 
garten, the expense each pupil being sometimes 
greater than the grammar school; machinery, houses and 
apparatus for physical culture for both sexes; elaborate and ex- 
pensive decorations for the school buildings; increased expense 
provide for efficient ventilation, requiring the employment 
expert talent for running the machinery which may added 
salaries for special teachers music, sewing, cooking, hand and 
tool work, and, occasionally, stenography and, 
lastly, free text-books and instruments, with occasionally free 
luncheons. Some Western States are also providing for free 
college, university and sometimes professional and technical in- 
struction and training, with the age students and terms 

instruction unlimited. 
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prepared paper for the National Council Education 
Buffalo 1896, which tried show that the schools 
city the United States could maintained efficiently upon 
amount money equal one half one per cent direct tax 
levied the actual value the property the district. believe 
this true, but its consideration difficult, the custom 
throughout the country levying taxes upon fictitious, in- 
stead real value property. that investigation, Providence, 
among other cities investigated, was the only one that 
returned the valuation the city extended the assessor’s 
books, equal the real value the property the 
Chicago was about one tenth; the same was true Peoria, 
Illinois. immediate future points much greater demand 
for free public schools. likely that the enthusiasm for 
brilliant common school education and the earnestness 
reform-laden people add the curriculum, reaction ulti- 
mately will set in, when the people wake realizing the situa- 
tion that the cost common schools exceeds that any other 
department government, and ought to, but always within 
prudent limitations? not intimating that education may 
not worth all costs, but looking the time when 
some parts our work will regarded helpful luxuries. 

When city contemplates the building great enterprise 
like expensive bridge, the ornamentation and beauty the 
adds materially the cost, and the people themselves 
determine, ought permitted determine, how much 
money they must pay for that which not necessary for use, and 
how much shall expended for beauty, the end that the 
people may become more highly cultured ennobling environ- 
ments. 

conclude that one-fourth the entire contribution the 
people for the maintenance public utilities, including State, 
County, City, and local taxation, comprising, course, the 
courts, Police Department, Health Department, sewerage, etc., 
etc., much the School Commissioners are willingly per- 
mitted collect. not ignorant the sometime misappro- 
priation school funds, not much account maliciousness 
wickedness, account ignorance. The school officer 
likely less careful investing buildings, furnish- 
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ings, apparatus, appliances and extraordinary additions than 
were manipulating money from his own private purse. The 
observer will find traveling through the country, expenditures 
educational lines which other corporation will 
make, excepting, perhaps, the Standard Oil Company, 
similar institution whose income great; certainly, such 
railroad industrial establishment conducted chiefly for the 
return dividends would permit. 

becomes, then, the duty him them who shall placed 
the position counsellor,—and this includes superintendents 
especially—to look carefully the propriety expenditure 
any direction whatever, before urging recommending and 
even under these considerations will find too often his counsel 
little value when other issues, the settling which are beyond 
his reach, intervene prevent prudent action. 


THREE PROBLEMS FACING THE COMMON 
SCHOOLS. 


SUPERINTENDENT GREENWOOD, 
KANSAS CITY, MO. 


New conditions will always raise new issues, and one 
gifted with insight and foresight predict, with any degree 
certainty, just what particular curve progress any given 
line educational work predestined follow. half- 
philosophical book read few years ago, the author made 
the somewhat paradoxical statement that historians were more 
likely foretell the occurrence remote and distant events, 
and what forms movement they would most likely take, than 
forecasting the results present issues. other words, 
philosophical historians had been far more successful fore- 
casting the distant future than predicting the probable results 
certain lines action the not remote present, and cited 
some instances proof his contention. 

Justin McCarthy’s History Our Own Times, gives 
entertaining account certain measure that was pending 
the English Parliament, and that all the great statesmen 
Great Britain were opposed it, because its adoption would 
ruin the but the fools” the country contended that 
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was the proper thing do, and upshot the matter 

events proved fools” have been right and the great 

wrong. Now, imagine something like this will 
attend all attempts answer the subjects assigned the 
Editors for discussion. 

Perhaps sober degree modesty virtue that needs cul- 

tivation among the educators this and other 

Prof. John Fiske humorously shows how Guesses One 

Half the Truth Multiplied Two will contain fraction the 

truth, one may pardoned for presenting one side the issue 

involved, and thereby foretelling twenty-five per cent what 

most likely occur. 


will, therefore, deal briefly with three problems facing the 
common schools: (@) School Boards, Control 
(6) Courses Study; (c) Methods Instruction. 

ment School Board that the Board represents the people 
who pay the taxes, well the interests the pupils and the 
‘teachers. thing the School Board stands higher 
plane than the average mass citizens whom they represent. 
cleavage line, that is, average line drawn city, 
town neighborhood, the members the Board Education 
will generally found this movable line. Some may 
drop below minority, however. Generally speaking, the 
School Board composed fair-minded men, and men who 
have some personal pride advancing the educational interests 
their community—a sort civic pride. This, believe, 
the general feeling among members Boards Education. 

The great problem how get good men Boards Edu- 
cation the cities this country. Numerous schemes have 
been devised, and many others are embryo. the smaller 
cities clearly the opinion that the most satisfactory way 
for the two great political parties nominate and elect them. 
law custom the Board should equally 
cally; or, there seven members, not more than four should 
belong one political party. This plan has worked well 
the management the State university and State normal 
schools Missouri. The doctrine back this is, that these 
institutions belong the people the State, and the controlling 


é 
| 
j } 
a 


PRQBLEMS WHICH CONFRONT PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 197 


body should represent all the people. Suppose Board 
Education composed six members, which the general 
law some States, particularly Missouri. the city con- 
ventions, held once every two years, for nominating city officers, 
two members the Board Education are elected, the 
Republicans nominate one and the Democrats nominate the 
other; and these two members are voted for both parties. 
This method has worked well Kansas City, and, besides, 
has all the sanction law, having been often reaflirmed 
both political parties. Its influence school affairs regarded 
beneficial that also proposed have the police and the 
fire departments placed under like management—non-partisan 
bi-partisan. For the largest cities the country, whether 
tical plan similar the one have already outlined might 
adopted and put into successful operation the people would 
decide upon it. have said enough indicate general 
way position what known and advocated the one 
man power.” Until human nature changes not believe 
that one man power” can successfully carried out, least 
long the idea local self-government prevails con- 
trolling factor the local management affairs which lie close 
the people. 

serious this question is, not regard half 
demoralizing the schools the wild, impracticable theories 
now being tried many systems graded schools differ- 
ent sections the country. people are easily misled 
matters purely educational. The vagaries unbalanced 
minds can hardly further than the schemes involved many 
courses study worked out with great elaborateness for use 
the common schools. 

For twenty years the rank and file the teachers—the great 
silent and women good sense,—not vision- 
aries, not dreamers, not shadow-chasers—have seen the work 
ignorant experimentation on, first under this head that, 
till now the child literally loaded down with stuff which 
can neither use, appropriate nor throw aside. small Italian 
mule packed down with big load hay, feet and legs show- 
ing, the best illustration that can think show the con- 
dition the pupils most city schools. 
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This reign overloaded nonsense has come many 
ways, and paraded fictitious value, and flaunted 
glaringly the educational market, and pressed persistently, 
that time left the children for the study those branches 
which are absolutely essential sound learning and good 
culture. The importation little everything into the 
schools the line movement to-day. not Mills’s 
complete theory everything and everything 
something.” The latter clause omitted entirely. 

may permitted illustrate small things great ones, 
and bring outside issue, will refer first the great 
athletic fights and orgies that return every autumn under the 
head Football Men—university and college 
presidents and professors—call these brutal contests high edu- 
cational aspirations. kill, maim, debase, kick the devil, 
make night hotels and theaters hideous, and call manly 
Spanish Mexican bullfight, and far more disgraceful than 
prize fighting,” owing the supposed intelligence the 
combatants. these mailed fighters are the best their studies 
the fact remains shown. General Sherman understood 
war, and called its right name. 

course the common schools much attempted, and 
many different directions, that there well-grounded 
feeling that nothing well done, and that what attempted 
hardly half done. Some silly managers would bring all the 
occupations the farmer, gardener, fruit grower stock 
raiser,—in short, all products into the schoolhouse, and have 
the children learn them and everything connected therewith 
others undertake elaborate systems railroading, and all kinds 
commercial transactions, which the children must master 
while banking and the exchange commodities general, 
along with all other subjects connected with air, land and sea, 
are dished through oral, object and other supplemen- 
tary lessons. But what become the child after being 
exposed all these influences? answer: The only safe 
method stick closely the essential branches common 
school education, and then, there time for little top dress- 
ing, may spread on, but not too thick. The real frame- 
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work must constructed solid branches, and upon must 
built all that come afterwards. sandy foundation 
just unfit here was nineteen hundred years ago. Space 
does not permit detailed statement particulars. 

(c) Methods Instruction are generally far better than the 
courses study. The teachers the schools the country 
want the best possible. speak the great mass. 
are honest, faithful, and, unless mechanically set their ways, 
few will occasionally become, they want improve. They 
are the most conscientious and faithful public servants employed 
this country. They more improve themselves than 
any other professional class. They know what the child can 
under favorable working conditions. Their judgment 
fairly good index such matters. 

The standard scholarship coming all the time, and, 
how prepare and how secure good teachers will ever 
living question, think, for all time. must not require im- 
possible things our teachers. They want the chance 
their best and most efficient work, and work those subjects 
which children need know. They are the appointed ones 
the work, and they should helped the very best 
possible, and this the greatest desire more than ninety per 
cent them. But appall and paralyze them with all things 
once carrying dreams disorganized minds the verge 
distraction. 

May our children saved from their supposed friends, the 
most sensible prayer that can now offered. 


SUPERINTENDENT GILBERT, 


NEWARK, NEW JERSEY. 


The problems confronting the common schools the begin- 
ning the twentieth century are many. Practically, none 
the great questions are settled. Such fundamental matters 
the relation the school the State, the social and professional 
status teachers, the philosophical foundations education 
general, are still open. The utmost variance found among the 
opinions leaders educational thought upon all these ques- 
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tions; while the mind the average citizen the notions re- 
garding them are the most hazy. Practically, the only point 
upon which there any consensus opinion the general 
statement that education desirable, and that some way the 
perpetuity free .instruction depends upon such diffusion 
intelligence secured, supposed secured, through 
common schools; but why this so, how the common schools 
are save the State, what sort should the intelligence 
therein given, are questions which few can answer with any 
definiteness, and those few scarcely Surely, then, 
there are problems enough our work for the twentieth 
century, and there danger mental stagnation. 
share this symposium will speak but three problems. 

First, the administrative. the proper relation the 
schools the State? How freed 
interference order that they may conducted upon educa- 
tional cannot undertake answer the question; 
state enough. few efforts have been made toward its 
solution, but the sad fact still remains that throughout the coun- 
try educational machinery the hands politicians, and the 
schools are greater lesser degree dominated influences 
other than educational. the great cities the country the 
politician has even yet pretty nearly free field. Boards 
Education, whether appointed elected, are almost all them 
political organizations, and some their functions, not all, 
apply political methods and sacrifice the best interests the 
public the interest either partisan personal politics. 
Even the capital the country, which supposed gov- 
erned without partisanship and upon high plane, has recently 
given most disgraceful exhibition the worst sort personal 
politics masquerading under the senatorial toga. New York 
and Chicago change mayor presupposes change the 
membership the School Board, simply because political 
affiliation. 


the smaller cities affairs are many cases even worse 
than the larger ones. know small cities which the 
School Board wholly political, and the places the teaching 
corps are secured purchase. 

few spasmodic attempts have been made, chiefly cities 
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the middle class, remedy the evils law. That these 
have been futile most admit. The most radical attempt was 
that made Cleveland, and recent developments there show 
how far short the desirable the results have been. fair 
say that spite these evils the majority the teachers are 


appointed upon some basis merit, and general schools ares 


conducted fairly well. 

Now what the remedy? attempts thus far made have 
been the line remedial legislation. Failure has been, 
judgment, due the fact that the legislation has been 
advance public general way the average cit- 
izen wants good schools; but particularly does want have 
his own way regard the treatment his children, and more 
particularly has sisters, cousins aunts, wants them 
have places regardless merit. Even the most pious citizens, 
who would horrified the mere mention bribery, stoop 
continually secure for themselves their friends places, the 
adoption text-books, building contracts, plumbing contracts 
and financial profits all sorts, directly indirectly, through 
the politicians who happen office. 

The education the public higher ideals any subject 
slow process evolution and cannot hope have our school 
administration free from the present political evils, and even 
the grosser evils commercialism, excepting this same slow 
process. Laws can help, but they are great value unless 
they follow and obey imperative public sentiment. When 
people are aroused and ready for good schools, even personal 
cost, then laws can enacted and enforced which will take 
them out politics. Until then must stumble along well 
may; but the obligation upon all who love the schools 
seek secure the education the public every possible 
way personal influence, through the press, and standing 
and fighting. 

The second problem which will speak one very closely 
connected with.the first. the professional standing 
teachers. professionalizing the teacher’s work im- 
possible long the appointment teachers rests the 
hands politicians, and long influence effective either 
securing holding places for improper teachers. 
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Along with the freedom schools influence 
will come several desirable changes: the placing the appoint- 
ment teachers the hands responsible, expert judges 
security tenure during efficient service, and proper compensa- 
tion. work the teacher will not wholly professional- 
ized until standards are high that none but trained teachers 
can secure positions, until appointments rest wholly upon merit 
judged competent and responsible officials, and until such 
permanency position secured will enable teaching 
offer the best and most active our youth. 

The teachers themselves are doing much toward the solution 
the problem courageously undertaking the improvement 
their own scholarship, and legislation has helped some 
States considerably, but much more remains done. Quite 
too generally even yet this country the teachers are body 
tramps, seeking temporary places residence and labor, and 
begging support from those whose aim other than educational. 
Nevertheless, consider this problem fair way slow 
solution. 

The third problem the securing proper educational ideals, 
not merely for the teachers, but for the-public. The teachers 
usually lead the public very long distance these matters, 
but there necessarily limit. The public support the schools, 
and insist upon haviag voice the school management. 
The prevailing educational ideals with regard public schools 
are not high. think may safely said that the educational 
ideal held the vast majority the people what commonly 
called practical,” more correctly, perhaps, economical” that 
is, the school considered important the community because 
makes more successful bread winners the children. This 
good far goes, but not nearly enough for free State. 

Many look upon the schools means for securing moral 
training, meaning moral training, grounding the children 
the negative virtues the Ten Commandments. The higher 
moral training yet the future. Very few, have any 
notion the public school training school for social co-op- 
eration, the cultivation the highest powers the individual 
order that may actively and intent useful member 
society and yet there other secure foundation for free 
citizenship. 
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this next century the evolution moral ideals sure 
bring light the fact that democracy rests upon spiritual 
foundation, and that can only permanently exist its citizens 
are altruistic ideal and endeavor, and regard their relations 
society utmost importance. When these ideals prevail 
the community, the schools will looked upon great 
social agencies bringing the higher and purer socialism 
willing co-operation. other words, the schools the 
twentieth century the eleventh Commandment will the key 
life. will not merely taught precept but will lived. 


REV. MAYO, LL.D. 


According the report the United States Commissioner 
Education there are to-day the United States 17,225,270 
children and youth all forms public and private and indus- 
trial schools. these, 15,234,453 are enrolled public, and 
private and incorporated institutions. That not- 
withstanding the American people’s com- 
mon schools all classes critics the American people 
should entrust fifteen-sixteenths their children and youth 
this agency, expending annually upon present $197,281,- 
603, gain nearly sixty million dollars since and 
is, every State, greater less degree, being occupied 
making the schools all kinds more effective, sufficient 
proof that the American system public education, like the 
American form government and order society, has come 
stay. 

The topic assigned The Problems which Confront 
the Public School the Opening the Twentieth Century.” 
The first and constant problem confronting the public school 
the same that which from the beginning has faced the Ameri- 
can people building the American Republic. 
dred years ago the three millions people then grouped 
the thirteen American colonies, now the Atlantic States, 
made the most memorable new departure human affairs 
the establishment what Mr. Gladstone declared the 
greatest piece nation-building the annals mankind. 
Instead union Church and State, for the first time 
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history, they remanded entire management 
astical affairs the people, their personal and institutional 
capacity, leaving the State only the two obligations sup- 
porting government line with the average moral ideal 
civilized countries, and the protection religious liberty out 
the limit obedience the law the land. one stroke 
this people abolished the entire government the nation 
royal and hereditary privilege, and invested the entire manage- 
ment the people’s affairs, even the right changing the 
form government itself, flexible majority what was 
regarded the responsible class that time, probably not 
more than two-thirds the entire population. the famous 
act Congress, indorsing the endowment public education 
the West, they adopted what until this period only 
New England, but henceforth became virtually the national 
system public education. Horace Mann declared that when 
the people Massachusetts Bay Colony, 1647, decided 
educate their own children through the agency the State, 
they made new departure, against which 
objection could urged (including the entire experience 
mankind), more than against any reform since the advent the 
Christian religion. The one and only difference between the 
American and all other systems public schooling that 
this Republic alone the whole undertakes educate all the 
children every grade, through the agency municipal and 
State administration, the nation co-operating only furnishing 
aid different times schools administered State and local 
authorities. 

Now, the one problem that forever confronts republic organ- 
ized like our own the ability, willingness and persistence 
the people, practically the responsible class, sustaining it. 
The price liberty eternal vigilance,” and there way 
known under heaven which this Republic any State, city, 
political district within can saved from any and every 
form despotism the past save through the char- 
acter, intelligence, practical faculty, tireless energy and patriot- 
ism the people thereof. There are cities our country 
to-day living under political government intolerable any 
record history. There are neighborhoods where human 
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life unsafe the jungles the Philippine Islands. 
The problem confronting every American State and the Repub- 
lic how high level can hold the people any town, 
city State any great public emergency the nation. 
course this problem varies. one State may lightly 
felt, and another may brood over society like the on- 
coming cloud impending cyclone. 

Even more intimate sense this the fundamental problem 
now, from the first, confronting the common school. 
say more intimate sense because the American common 
school the heart American society. touches more 
directly all orders and conditions people than any feature 
American Even our recent presidential election left 
multitudes voters careless and unconcerned, say nothing 
thousands one portion the country practically disfran- 
chised, and ordinary times the interest public affairs 
confined very small portion the people. But during the 
nine months the year which the majority States keep 
the session, practically every family deeply 
interested and keep daily touch with what going 
the And especially this true the class that 
are least interested public affairs, and the sex that 
denied the right suffrage. Indeed the women the country 
body are more deeply interested the schooling the 
children than the men. The negro washer-woman, toiling 
keep her boy Hampton; the Irish serving-woman wearing 
out her life keep her girl school; the mother who cannot 
speak the language taught school, leading her little one 
the school boasting, little boy can swear English,” are 
all tied to*the school. the problem confronting the 
American people to-day their education what extent 
the common school appreciated and understood part 
the common thinking and feeling and action the people, that 
can rely upon its support, maintenance and gradual improve- 
ment during the coming years the century before us. 

And that this to-day, not only first time, but paramount, 
can seen the following profoundly significant statement 
the most intelligent, active and consecrated public school 
man the fifteen confederate States. 
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The last report Dr. William Harris, the United States 
Commissioner Education, shows that all the States the 
Union, except small group Southern States, now have 
nine months’ absolutely free term the children school 
age. Georgia has only five months’ term. Massachusetts 
spends $39.10 every year for each child enrolled; Rhode 
Island spends $36.26; New York $34.55, while Georgia spends 
$6.31. matter fact, Georgia spends her country 
children each year less than $4.00 for each child enrolled. 
Georgia provides for each child school age $2.16, while 
Massachusetts provides for each child school age $22.16; 
Rhode Island $14.62; New York $16.95. Nearly all the 
Middle and Western States spend ten times much per child 
school age Georgia spends. The teachers these sys- 
tems receive three and four times much salary our teach- 
ers receive. Massachusetts all the school money raised 
local tax, while Georgia nearly four-fifths the money 
raised State tax. One-fourth New York’s school 
money raised State tax, the other three-fourths local 
tax. most the States from one-third one-fourth the 
money raised State tax and the balance required law 
country except the South. every except 
Louisiana, Arkansas and Florida the money for 
poses raised largely general State tax. Florida the 
State provides $1.08 per child school age, and the counties 
raise $3.41 per child school age. most the States the 
State law requires each county school district raise the 
local tax before can participate the funds provided the 
State for the education the Hon. 
Glenn the Georgia Legislature. 


Now, evident that the one problem that confronts these 
States mighty revival the educational spirit among 
the masses their responsible people, and the responsible 
people these States are the white people, since their hands 
practically the means support lodged, the political power, 
and their will and disposition the education their own 
children, well those the colored race. not that 
Georgia has been destitute educators national reputation 
men and women like the Haygoods, brother 
public men like Governors Brown and Northend; martyrs like 
Mallon; schools like the Girls’ Industrial and Normal School 
Millidgeville, and the State Institute Technology Atlanta 
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even that the cities and some the larger villages are not 
supporting commendable system public instruction. The 
trouble that the majority the white people the State are 
not yet awakened and informed and enthused making the 
schools, which the vast majority the people must depend, 
what they should be, serve the ends American common- 
wealth. because this that legislature can deliberately 
undertake undo the work the past ten years, cutting 
down its appropriations for schools the suggestion its gov- 
ernor, and only prevented from doing its worst revolt 
from the educational public. Despite the magnificent work 
noble body educational leaders all these States during 
the past thirty years, and the remarkable results achieved, the 
common school system all these States to-day confronted 
with the peril being, not wrecked, least stranded, from 
the lack educational spirit among the majority its right 
people. 


the more favored States the one thing needful appears 


clear conception the intent and purpose the American 
common school. That intent and purpose that the American 
people spending $200,000,000 year for the training 15,- 
000,000 children not academic ideal scholarship, 
ecclesiastical ideal personal character training, 
practical ideal sending forth generation young Ameri- 
cans fourteen years age, capable earning their own 
living, any other dozen notions that successively possess 
the fancy leading educators, and for the time even swing the 
educational public into impracticable and impossible attitude. 
The American people are doing this work order train these 
15,000,000 for good American citizenship. objected 
that this narrow ideal, since nothing less than completely 
rounded manhood and womanhood the proper aim educa- 
tion, reply that education its largest sense includes the 
entire making man, and requires its agents the co-oper- 
ation every department life. The school its best only 
one these agencies, and will successful only confines 
itself its own vocation. 

should say that all the problems that confront the public 
school the beginning this century are connected with this 
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central problem: How can the American common school 
every State, city and educational precinct supported, organ- 
ized and managed that year year shall more thoroughly 
meet the requirements the Republic, send forth genera- 
tion which shall illustrate the saying Jefferson Educate the 
children. Then the coming generation will wiser than we, 
and many things impossible will easy tothem”? There 
are dozen ways which the common school now threat- 
ened, and some localities for the time captured, neglect 
keep the eye this central fact its existence. 

useless ignore the fact that the most powerful eccle- 
siastical organization the country pledged every possi- 
ble effort for changing our public school system what would 
practically annex every religious, moral and reform 
agency the country placing character training the 
children virtually the hands the priesthood every church. 
One has only read the history the growth the public 
school the United States from the earliest colonial period 
see that this has been from the first the greatest obstacle the 
success the present system. Until the Revolution pre- 
vented the establishment anything like system common 
schools all the colonies outside New England. For sixty 
years was the most formidable opponent the common 
school system through the sixteen Southern States. has 
fought the State university system every State. there 
one fact this great record the persistent determination 
working majority the American people hold the moral 
training the American and youth for American 
citizenship, far concerning the national ideal character, 
their own hands, leaving the family and church each its own 
sphere operation. The one fact demonstrated the Ameri- 
can method ideal with religion that while the churches 
and denominations have been greatly benefited working 
the national atmosphere freedom, the people themselves out- 
side their relation churchmen have built the highest ideal 
personal and public character ever yet attained Christen- 
dom. The one thing learn that the ultimatum the 
Christian religion not found any ecclesiastical 
theological achievement, but the training people 
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civilization founded the Sermon the Mount, The Lord’s 
Prayer, the Beatitudes and the Golden Rule. thoroughly 
organized, disciplined and instructed graded school to-day 
one the finest results the Christian religion working 
through eighteen centuries, and make radical changes this 
matter would simply perversion and retrogression. 
Another mistake will the changing the common school 
industrial school, especially aiming the sending forth 
children capable once earning their living. The success 
the majority people depends their intelligence, charac- 
ter and energy, and not their ability some one thing 
that to-day may bread-winning occupation and to-morrow 
fail insure support. object the common school 
train and inform the American brain and put into the Ameri- 
can hand, that generation shall forth capable using 
the vast power nature developed labor-saving machin- 
ery. the great centers education there seems 
tendency look upon public schools grand experiment 
station for testing scientific and philosophic theories concern- 
ing child nature. more than one city this effort has 
involved the schools with the family life the people seri- 
ously impair their usefulness. Certainly there can objec- 
tion the teacher qualifying himself every fit way for his 
arduous work. But must never forgotten that the teacher 
first and last public servant, and that one the most im- 
portant functions body teachers keep the public 
awake, instructed and informed educational affairs. The 
spectacle to-day the city Boston, where the American 
common school had its birth, perhaps the ablest body 
teachers the country absolutely ignoring this all-important 
function,—having general organization arrangement 
whereby the leading educators the country can brought 
before the people, its only organization being the form 
clubs for mutual improvement, and largely confined the 
bringing before these assemblies eccentric, extreme, and im- 
practicable representatives educational theories that would 
upset the entire system public instruction,—is very significant. 
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HON. HENRY SABIN, DES MOINES, IOWA. 


DWARD THRING letter Quick paid him this 
You are the only man have met who has not 
been mere partisan education; who has not looked 
through professional spectacles more less self-interest, and 
been modernist because that was his line, classicist because 
that was his line, but has quietly looked and thought about 
what 

could take off our professional spectacles, divest our- 
selves all self-interest, and look every educational question 
from the standpoint what best, undoubtedly should 
reach more definite conclusions, and have clearer apprehen- 
sion the ends which ought aim directing the work 
the school. 

The theorist necessity partisan. His theory 
hobby, and sometimes willing sacrifice the truth 
thereby may win The professional spectacles 
are mischievous servants, because they often lead the owner 
the blind lead the blind, straight into the ditch. The philosophy 
common sense leads such school men Thring and Quick and 
Arnold not follow one line specialists, but watch care- 
fully the trend all lines order discern what the aggre- 
gate best. 

nothing this more evident than their views concerning 
the matter scholastic examinations. Examinations are very 
burdensome. Why have them? The majority teach- 
ers would answer that can test this way what the pupil 
has learned. But this the object view? Because can 
answer ten questions arithmetic not sure proof that has 
been taught properly that fitted that branch. 

Quick says: When with papers Abbott, tells 
that these are not fair papers the subjects, for you went 
find out whether the subjects have been well taught. Now 
here entirely new object given for the examination. 
object find out who capable learning. Abbott’s object 
find out who has learnt. fair examination the subjects 
thus becomes examination the masters (teachers) rather 


than the boys. And directly Scripture, Geography, History 
are studied for examination, they are ruined for Education.” 

This statement Quick’s worth considering. When the 
teacher has continually her mind examination her 
pupils test her work, all true teaching anend. 
such case the teacher longer teacher but overseer, 
exacting just much work out her pupils; and woe 
the pupil who fails deliver the required measure the required 
time. the work our schools ruined for education 
where the examination held prominently before 
the pupils the object study. 

Quick, his theory examinations, endeavors make 
clear the distinction between examinations test how many 
dry facts the pupil can remember what has learnt and 
the kind teaching has had, and examinations the test 
the results his efforts assimilate knowledge and gain 
strength shown his fitness and his capability 
learning. 

The examination to-day looks entirely the former 
these objects. The teacher finds herself under the fire criti- 
cism unless most her pupils obtain high per cent shown 
the records the school. Often the teacher, after examin- 
ing pile papers, passes sleepless night, agonizing over 
the blunders heedless pupils, not because the pupils blunder, 
but because she knows that account their blunders her 
superiors will to-morrow stamp upon her work the brand 
ignominy and failure. 

And why did the pupils had been well taught 
faithful, competent, conscientious teacher. They failed 
their examinations because the questions were framed show 
their ignorance they called for dry facts, which the pupil failed 
draw out some cubby hole the mind, ever they had 
place there. They were dead questions. 

Thring says his Theory and Practice Teaching: Let 
stated once clearly, emphatically, without reservation, 
that examinations are excellent rough method deciding 
whether ignorance before you.” 

Quick asserts that not right assume that because 
boy has learnt the past, will most capable learning 
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the Yet conclude, guided his examination 
papers, that because boy can answer eight out ten questions 
arithmetic, seven history and nine some other branch, 
capable learning the future; and because cannot 
reach certain arbitrary standard, fixed for all alike, 
classed among the incapables. measure the teacher 
and the pupil the same standard and approve condemn 
them together. 

Very much due the temper the examinations. quote 
again: Last week had discussion examination papers. 
Storr was strongly opposed irresponsible examining, and 
thought all sorts injustice arose from the carelessness 


untrained examiners when left themselves. Abbott said far 


too much time lost the attempt secure perfect accuracy. 
George Warr started the notion marking difficulties 
and cutting the rest the paper. Hallam protested against this 
plan lazy and unfair.” 

Was not Hallam correct? Ought not excellencies 
marked rather than deficiencies? Yet most schools more 
attention paid demerits than merits the examiners, 
and sometimes this way great injustice done the 
Not what the scholar can do, but what has not done 
made the turning point his chances for promotion, deter- 
mined the examination. 

One the most objectionable features the practice 
judging pupils examination that discrimination made 
pupils concerns individual peculiarities mind. 
One pupil with retentive memory and good command 
language easily answers every question within the prescribed 
time, and makes fair paper. Another, perhaps his seat-mate, 
deficient one both these faculties; thinks more 
slowly, and chooses his words with more care. paper 
not finishéd when the time and scores failure. Yet 
stronger thinker, displays more determination attacking 
difficulties, and less easily discouraged seeming failures. 
short, these two pupils, the latter may have more those 
qualities mind which will fit him grapple with the prob- 
lems success the strenuous life his day and generation. 
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The system which attempts measure fitness simply 
what the pupil has done, must faulty the extreme. 

The same true equal degree system which 
neglects take notice mental differences members the 
same class. books are the work life this not incor- 
rect; but teaching mind the work life, destruction.” 

Quick has this say upon another point: Examiners often 
ask about unimportant things from notion that unimportant 
things are known, important things must known 
But seems that asking about trifles tends encourage 
wrong kinds study. studying want fasten the 
important things, forget the unimportant.” 

you doubt the truth this statement consult the lists 
questions which are given pupils test their fitness on, 
and teachers test their fitness teach. The length 
rivers, the heights mountains, the location capes, the pop- 
ulation cities, the number slain battles, the solution 
problems made order puzzles, the conditions which 
problems have existence actual life, the unravelling 
intricate sentences, constitute measure unimportant trash, 
enlivened only here and there question which must 
thought out before can answered. 

wonder Thring says: fact the whole domain 
examinations wilderness with but few landmarks.” And 
Quick adds: seems the height folly cram chil- 
dren with totally uninteresting and lifeless information.” 

Another English writer (Barnett) says: Our examinations 
are excessively minute, and asa consequence tend directed 
excessively incidental and collateral knowledge rather than 
the things which greatly matter; exceptions, rare and 
inconsiderable items, novelties, knotty points, and forth.” 
This was written with view English schools; applies 
with equal force American. 

not the province examinations promote, but rather 
present, thinking. pupil examination arithmetic 
solves his problem way his own, using not half many 
figures the examiner thinks necessary. The result cor- 
rect, the reasoning true, but the chances are that the one who 
follows the regulation formula given the book will counted 
the better scholar the two. 
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There disputing the fact that where the examination 
the end study, there the book magnified and worshiped, 
and the examiner becomes intolerant answers not drawn 
directly from the lessons assigned the class from day day. 
Originality discount here. 

make another quotation from Quick: asked about the 
effects marks learning and teaching. The latter effect 
the teachers don’t seem all conscious of. Only one said that 
marking makes the teacher more attentive the individual 
pupil. The fact is, marking has tremendous influence over 
the teaching. tends convert the teacher into examiner 
and exacter work. one way this good; tends stop 
the copious explanation’ style teaching: but another way 
bad, for his effort mark fairly the master driven too 
much exacting memory work only; other work cannot 
knocked off and docketed with the same certainty. Then, 
again, marks keep the teaching the matter hand, and pre- 
vent the teacher who brimming over with knowledge from 
divagations. Per contra marks often act like strait waist- 
coat, and prevent all activity even the healthiest kind.” 

The above fair summary the good and evil results 
which come from giving marks the examination. There are 
teachers who say honestly that they have other way esti- 
mating the pupil’s progress ability. The trouble that they 
never have had their attention called any way which bet- 
ter. They have given the subject thought beyond the per 
cent which the estimation the examiner the paper 

entitled. They have other measuring rod which test 
pupil’s progress. 

The examiner sits down her task after hard day’s work 
school, with her conscience burdened with desire 
exact and impartial justice everyone. Every question 
exactly weighed the mental scales, the weight 
backward and forward until the balance even that hair 
would turn it, and the mark read from the index placed 
the scholar’s credit. just arbitrary fate. 

How wearisome, how wearing upon the nerves this work is, 
hundreds teachers are ready testify, and would gladly 
the witness stand could opened tothem. account 


j 


taken this process that tendency broad scholarship, 
that love knowledge for its own sake, that estimation 
the value the subject reaching far beyond the minute details 
for which the examination calls, which are the ends aimed 
every teacher who realizes how great are the opportunities 
for good which God has placed her hands. She forced 
the lesser, when her heart she would willingly the 
greater. 

And the effect examinations conducted this way worse 
upon the pupils than upon the teacher. The day the pupils 
school begin study for marks,” they conceive their minds 
false ideal success, attain which occupies all their thoughts 
and engrosses every effort. The knowledge which they have 
gained dies soon they have completed their examination. 
has staying power. does not reach beyond to-day. 

believe that here concealed, large measure, the reason 
why many who complete the high school course fail when 
examined grammar school studies. They learned their les- 
sons pass for promotion, and for other purpose. 


your mouth and shut your eyes, 
And give you something make you wise,” 


contains the principle upon which the cramming process 
founded. 

When exalt the method above the end, failure inevit- 
able. consists two things, obtaining knowledge 
and using knowledge. must our schools have less 
with percentages and so-called results, and more with capacity, 
power acquire, ability retain and skill use. 

The system which makes the promotion children from 
grade grade during any part school life dependent upon 
certain per cent, determined written examinations, 
faulty its construction and injurious its results. not 
only that the flushed brain being forced unwonted work, 
but the wrong aim held before the child far greater evil, 
honest effort the part the child always com- 
mended, even though appear result failure. Praise 
should proportioned accordance with the effort put forth, 
rather than with the success achieved. 
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lady applicant for position once sent two specimens 
scholars’ work evidence her ability teacher. 
They were good specimens their kind, but what did they 
judgment, her power awaken thought, her good influ- 
ence over her pupils, that teaching which sets the seal the 
teacher’s personal character upon the scholar, literally nothing. 

What did they show regarding her pupils? That they were 
able produce neat, orderly paper, which, grant, power 
worth but they told little their every-day habits 
study, their moral culture, their physical training, their 
reverence for sacred things,—nothing the gradual growth 
those powers which make the child sensitive truth, the youth 
sensitive honor, and the whole man sensitive alike truth, 
honor and duty. 

must first fix upon the product, and then adjust the 
machinery the desired end. introduce temporary 
motive which does not endure beyond the present terrible 
mistake. sowing the wind and forgetting the whirlwind, 
which sure follow. The chain which binds together 
yesterday, to-day and forever has never been broken. What- 
soever sow, that shall also reap,” nature’s law. When 
the child through any process comes understand that eighty 
per cent success and seventy-nine per cent failure, would 
better for him that had never seen the inside the school- 
room. 


OUR DEAD. 


ELIZABETH PORTER GOULD, BOSTON, MASS. 


Pray for our dead? 
Oh, no! 


They not need our prayers. 


who need their aid. 
They’re nearer the Infinities, 
Nearer the blessed Throne, 
Where each one comes alone. 
Pray for the dead? 

Oh, no! 


Pray for ourselves, instead. 
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HIGH SCHOOL REFORM. 


CHARLES MARSH CLAY, HEAD MASTER OF ROXBURY HIGH SCHOOL, BOSTON. 


Concluded.) 


HERE remains but answer such objections the system 
have not yet been answered the arguments already 
given. 

Professor Munsterberg’s very interesting article School 
the May makes use many argu- 
ments against the elective system which have been fully ans- 
wered the quotations already given. 

loss how deal with man occupying the chair 
Psychology Harvard College, who positively asserts that 
never studied any subject which bore directly upon his present 
vocation, and claims that was all the better trained that 
account, yet adds, the next breath, that has never found 
Psychology the slightest assistance answering any the 
practical questions daily life, and that value what- 
ever the teacher. 

enough, perhaps, say (1) that his whole assumption 
that the natural tastes and instinctive desires the individual 
are weak and evil, contrary the modern doctrine evolu- 
tion, also his assumption that the greatest thing all for 
child learn his duty, where duty means the thing 
forced upon him. teaches that what pleasurable 
either has been right. that doing right because 
duty not high doing right because pleasure. 

call play the gratification inner impulses without 
reference utility, shall see that most the best work 
the world play, for one’s highest instincts, reaching 
out and producing results, that the best work done. the 
work itself that the primary and chief reward the true 
worker who plays, who works from inner inspiration and neces- 
sity, and not driven like slave from without. 

Who has not seen the carpenter rejoice his skillful work? 
the machinist take pride being accurate the thousandth 
inch? the cook proud her loaf, light feather and done 
turn? Who does not know the joy discoverer, 
inventor, poet? cannot say that the joy the case any 


| 
1} 
ely 
| 
| 
' 
. 
ny 


218 EDUCATION. [December, 


one these was the product duty. was something 
higher: was the growing, blossoming and fruition their 
own nature. 

(2) loss how deal with his proposed remedy 
the better training and preparation every teacher. hold 
both hands for and bid God-speed. would that might 
live long enough see it. But his proposed reform 
practical value for those the present generation whose 
period preparation past, simply because cannot live 
see accomplished. 

Yet, because will require least another generation 
bring about, cannot feel that must sit supinely by, waiting 
for reform not possible for generation come, without doing 
best reform the generation which live and serve. 

And when Professor Munsterberg’s ideal teachers take our 
places, best wish for them that they may not find the 
American boy, with his twentieth century environment, from 
American home, brought American parents, radically 
different creature from the German boy, the product Ger- 
man parents and German traditions, that the result will dis- 
appointing, after all. 

Other criticisms have been the best expressed, perhaps, 
Dr. Tetlow’s paper. says, These gentlemen assume that 
system education supported public taxation, the 
community has rights, but the individual supreme.” 

Well, what degree infringement upon the right 
the community have the individual supreme? 

That depends upon the point issue. the highest 
advantage the community composed able individuals, 
educated the extent their capacities. When comes 
question between the community whole and single indi- 
vidual, there question that the community supreme. 
But whenever law becomes distasteful, the community resolves 
itself into individuals, and these individuals begin criticise, 
condemn, protest, suggest some change, try experiments, 
until finally public opinion aroused and the community enacts 
anew law. Every reform must thus with the individual 
not complete until sanctioned the community. The com- 
munity whole never takes the initiative making laws 
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bringing about reforms. the nature case, that 
impossible. Hence, reforms the community has 
rights, the individual supreme. the final enactment 
reforms the individual has rights the community supreme. 

also says: assume that crude youths from 
fourteen eighteen, who have advance knowledge the 
subjects, are competent direct their own studies. not, that 
their parents are competent, and that the young people will 
accept their choice. That, both pupils and parents are incom- 
petent, disinclined direct the choice studies, the principal 
school from 500 2,000 pupils can adjust himself per- 
fectly individual needs and aptitudes and wisely guide the 
choice his pupils.” 

well, here, inquire what Course Study” is. 
high school has one, yet two them are alike. 
There is, then, such thing the one right best course 
study. Each one but different expression individual 
opinion. 

The whole subject election very much exaggerated 
its opponents, both its character and its effect. has 
been frequently pointed out, and never refuted, that natural 
limitations, the nature the study, the capacity the 
pupil, the necessary sequence certain studies, with the inevit- 
able restrictions few prescribed studies, large number 
strongly recommended studies, and the exigencies the pro- 
gram, make the whole number possible combinations very 
few. Moreover, wherever elective courses have been tried, 
the testimony that there great tendency and probably 
never will disposition elect strange, unusual, eccen- 
tric combinations. All groups overlap, and but comparatively 
small proportion pupils will the overhanging edge. 
Under these circumstances practically impossible that any 
student should elect course differing from the regular pre- 
scribed course, more than the prescribed course dozen other 
schools would differ from it. 

But even suppose grant the possibility wrong course 
being elected, which worse, wrong course laid out and ex- 
ecuted compulsion, wrong course chosen and pursued 

voluntarily? the first case there moral loss; the 
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second, the material loss not likely great, all subjects 
possess some educational value. 

Dr. Tetlow says that the assumption that the concentration 
the efforts the pupil few subjects better for him 
than the general development his powers, brushes aside 
much rubbish all that has been learned study and ex- 
periment the domain education the relative values 
different studies. 

wish would tell what has been learned the 
relative values different studies different individuals. 
have never yet been able find out, and unhesitatingly 
assert that nobody knows anything about it. 

Professor Royce, from the psychological point view, and 
President Eliot from the pedagogical standpoint, agree that 
every youth infinitely complex organization, the duplicate 
which neither does nor ever will exist. His inherited traits 
are différent from those every other human being; his en- 
vironment has been different from that every other child; his 
passions, emotions, hopes, desires, powers, were never before 
associated any other creature they him. His will 
force aroused, stimulated, exhausted, ways wholly his own. 
discern take due account these diversities human 
insight wisdom sufficient, unless the spontaneous inclina- 
tions, natural preferences, and earliest habitual activities each 
individual are given full play.” 

And finally our opponents say: You propose extend the 
elective system the secondary schools. Where will you stop? 
Will you carry next the grammar and then the primary 
schools?” answer plain: stop with the high schools, 
course, for ¢here the place where the elective system logically 
begins. 

The law provides that child shall attend school until cer- 
tain age and study certain studies. This provided for the 
grammar schools; hence the State prescribes what studies the 
child shall take during his grammar school course, and elec- 
tive course not possible. But the finishes his gram- 
mar school course election begins. Shall school any 
public school? school, Latin school, manual 
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training school? high school, does take the college 
course,” the commercial course,” the general course?” 

the time the pupil has come this last decision has 
already exercised the function election upon all vital points. 
The mere question whether shall take this that study, 
omit it, infinitely less importance. Yet our opponents 
say not competent choose for himself what studies 
shall take; right his ability decide what best for him- 
self fails: that folly for him make specialty phonog- 
raphy, drawing, chemistry, because doesn’t know 
what his future life be, and the chances are will never 
have aim life, study and work for the best one’s 
ability, even though unforeseen circumstances may force you 
abandon later, drift blindly with incentive study 
except the illusive general culture, turned out the common 
treadmill with thousands others, waiting, Micawber-like, for 
something turn decide your fate for you? 

The argument that Lowell and Longfellow and Darwin and 
Grant and such men had conception boys what they 
were do, has weight and does not apply the average 
boy girl, for these men were exceptions, the products 
special conditions genius responsive great crises. 

Furthermore, the average boy and girl finish their grammar 
school course thirteen fourteen years age; that is, the 
time change life. Nature has changed them from child- 
hood incipient manhood and womanhood. The State recog- 
nizes this, and has emancipated them from childish control and 
punishment. They are longer flogged into obedience, 
but are reasoned with, guided and restrained advice. 
They must learn control their passions, exercise their will 
power, both what ought done and leave undone 
what ought not done. They never can learn this pre- 
scription from without. Character built from within solely 
the voluntary exercise the will power. Let the pupil, 
then, study what will: the one thing importance that 
will study something. The will, the moral factor, thus 
honored should be. But the prescribed system tells the 
pupil what study, and then tries make him 
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it. The elective system forces the pupil the outset con- 
scious what makes him perceive that gains and 
losses depend upon his own voluntary attitude. agree that 
allow all free choice carries with some danger, but pre- 
scribe every study more dangerous, for renders dependency 
habitual, and fails train the will. doubt the prescribed 
system avoids some errors choice. Galley slaves, chained 
their oars, can wrong. They are under prescribed 
system. But free man throughout his life continual dan- 
ger, for self-direction attached the prerogative sin. For 
building true manhood and womanhood the very errors 
choice are serviceable. 

conclusion, all know that, country like America, 
where every man has shift for himself and make his own 
career, the boy leaves home and parental guidance and goes 
out into life younger than other countries, where this neces- 
sity does not exist anywhere near the same degree. And 
know the result this: common parlance ‘it makes 
him.” has decide for himself, and with the 
advice and consent his parents, whether will continue 
school work; and goes work, what shall 
do. About ninety per cent elect work, and know 
the result. The American leads the world invention, arts, 
too, that the American workman happier, better paid and 
lives better, than any other workman the world. 

every war which have been engaged, the volunteer 
soldier has been the wonder the world. has been 
America’s chief reliance, and other nation ranks higher 
the record individual bravery heroic fortitude army 
and navy. distinguished German officer stood the deck 
battle ship during the landing our marines Guatanamo. 
saw boat-load common soldiers taken ashore, and dis- 
embarked into the water waist high. While wading ashore 
they were fired upon the Spanish from ambush. Though 
without officer lead them, and among entirely strange 
conditions, which they had had previous experience, they 
promptly separated into groups three four, and proceeded, 
behind rocks and bushes, advance attack 
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German officer watched amazement. had expected them 
scatter, least await some protected spot the arrival 
reinforcements. was forced express his admiration, 
and exclaimed: Where your soldiers get their quality 
European soldier the world would have 
thought doing thing.” And all this spite that 
superior moral and mental training that the German boy had 
enjoyed 

Isn’t just possible, after all, that the unconscious training 
the American boy had received choosing for himself young 
life, had been far better training self-reliance and power 
use his faculties need than the vaunted European schooling 
and army drill? 

this training the will and the judgment has made the 
American superior the rest the world the field com- 
merce and war, isn’t there every inducement give the 
American boy the advantage the same sort training the 
highest field all, wherein has had, perforce, content, 
hitherto, occupy subordinate position, the struggle 
for the intellectual supremacy the world 


IVY LEAF FROM THE TOMB KEATS. 


JULIA HARRIS MAY, STRONG, MAINE, 


ivy leaf picked from the tomb Keats, 
You send me, place the leaf upon 
cherished copy Endymion, 
The while lip the liquid verse repeats, 
Dew-dropping melody and ’wildering sweets. 
dream deliciously Helicon, 
Delphic dream laurels lost and won, 
And wake say, Thank God the poet meets 
His due sleepeth well to-day, 
Beneath the ivies the Arno River, 
Whose name writ gold.’’ proudly lay 
This leaf upon the immortal leaf, sweet giver 
Upon that perfect line, oh, let stay, 
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PROGRESS AND PROVIDENCE. 


JOHN OGDEN, MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 


DON’T know whether call the above Progressive Provi- 

dence Providential Progress. The meaning, however, 
would about the same. But what mean here progress, 
moving forward the natural order things—growing that 
which having used the materials the earlier stages growth, 
helps later and higher growth, goes toward perfec- 
tion—a point condition which and for which all created 
substances, mind and matter, are converging, and which stage 
condition must, the Divine order things, ultimately 
reached some form. 

Nothing, therefore, created vain; all things have 
ulterior object. Nothing can can changed 
—absorbed, may be, reappear some new order 
growth. Nothing stationary changeless. Even God and 
truth and law, inflexible their eternal essence, are continually 
revealing new aspects and aptitudes themselves, and that 
sense are advancing, progressing, creating, expanding. 

Progress is, therefore, perpetual revelation God and 
Nature, opening human minds the things hidden the 
recesses Nature. the natural evolution the ideas and 
thoughts the Creator. All its steps may traced back 
the great original, revealing the order the Divine purpose 
systematic growth, well the Divine law impressed upon all 
the affairs the present. interferences with this law 
progress the great struggle for ultimate perfection all 
things are only temporary, and most cases, think, have 
Divine purpose the perfecting processes. ‘This interference 
call evil, that which opposed good, but always under 
the Divine control. 

And Providence mean, not the interference with, 
the abrogation established law any supernatural power, 
whereby the orderly movements Nature natural causes are 
arrested,—that were the mission evil—but simply the reign 
law, the dominance the pre-arranged plan the universe, the 
natural unfolding the scroll future events they stand yet 
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unrecorded there, but subject active causes—all which are 
planned the interest eternal progress and the prevalence 
right, wrong being only the temporary obstruction right. 
Temporary, mark; for were impossible for wrong, being 
temporary, ultimately triumph even endure; since this 
would derange the whole plan benevolent universe, being 
established the interest good progress, even the ulti- 
mate subordination evil, opposition good. This 
the triumph right, good opposed evil. 

the cause progress good thing can lost. Good- 
ness embodies itself both truth and right, the eternal elements 
conservation. positive and progressive. must, there- 
fore, endure forever some probably enlarged and improved 
form; while evil, being negative, has within itself the seeds 
its own destruction, evil. must ultimately perish, such, 
out its place the order things, when ceases oppose 
good, whence other good shall spring up; for evil but the 
blasted ear the harvest field good. 

Hence, the transcendent need improved and progressive 
education shall try show, further on, education that 
shall change the forces now charged with evil, into helpful 
instruments good, process elimination the equation 
life. This process must continue until 
active force. 

this possible?” hear some unbeliever say. Let 
not mean that half-way education that leaves man’s best 
powers undeveloped,—that one-sided affair that only fits him 
become more accomplished villain, leaves him stranded 
some shoal humanity, wreck mind, body, estate—but 
that education which makes man woman the highest 
type, mentally, physically, such education 
not attainable, then are our strivings vain; our faith vain,” 
our philosophy vain, our religion cheat, and our civilization 
farce. one prepared admit this; but want say 
right here, our present system education producing all that 
one can reasonably expect under the circumstances; for are 
using only about one half the educational forces our com- 
mand; hence the meager returns, comparatively. 
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But return,—the ultimate all things Divine perfection. 
This vast, tremendous but there middle ground 
upon which land. The forces this process are even now 
work. The varied and continual struggle through which 
things, individuals, institutions, governments, nations pass, 
progressive perfection, which present evil appears 
obstructive well destructive force—the result mis- 


effort—and, withal, indirect educative force, giv- 


ing experience and wisdom—reveals the law progressive 
Providence. 

But these are but the movements and counter-movements 
this great stream progress; the upheavals that have been 
lifting the masses hither and thither, and depositing them ac- 
cording the great law moral gravitation, speak. 
illustrate, storms and all atmospheric disturbances are but the 
result great natural force; effort the part Nature 
right herself, and restore the equilibrium temperature—so 
the moral world. divine elements goodness and pro- 
gress are evermore striving overcome both the inertia and the 
actual momentum evil. Hence the disturbances, the wars, 
the fightings, the opposition, the But, mark, 
every struggle there victory for truth and the right; every 
storm there clearing away the elements evil, puri- 
fication the moral atmosphere. Witness our own recent 
struggle with slavery. let have storms and upheavals 
until evil eliminated and good enthroned. 

Lowell says 

seems the great Avenger: history’s pages but record 

One death grapple the darkness, twixt old systems and 

the word: 

Truth forever the scaffold, wrong forever the throne— 

Yet that scaffold sways the future, and behind the dim un- 

known 


Standeth God, within the shadow, keeping watch above his 
own.” 


And this the faith that sustains amidst the present com- 
motions that threaten sometimes unseat the very forces 
goodness and truth. Yet these forces are strong and firm 
the everlasting hills God; and error and wrong, oppres- 
sion and greed shall beat upon them, and wear themselves 
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eventually, but they shall not prevail. truths God and 
humanity are pledged for their everlasting perpetuation. 

But Providence not miraculous. Like Progress, the 
steady onward movement the order nature, which even 
opposition evil may made contribute. Spirit rules 
matter—rules all things and all operations the material 
world. Matter, such, inert; spirit life, active force. 
All life the effect spiritual influence. Nature were dead 
and powerless produce, were not for the spiritual life force 
infused into it. Life, therefore, simply condition matter 
incident spiritual force. 

Some one has said, Life sleeps the mineral world, 
dreams the vegetable world, and wakes the animal world” 
and might have gone and completed this beautiful apho- 
rism saying, and perfected the spiritual world”; for 
believe that life subject only mutations 
this material world, and must appear glorified form 
somewhere the realms God. This the ultimate all 
life, being offshoot the spiritual, the eternal. 

Spirit, therefore, the master, the ruler nature. was 
molds all its forms, colors every leaf and every flower. 
pours out the harvests for the children men, and for beast 
and bird and creeping thing. 


lives all life, extends through all extent 
Spreads undivided, and operates unspent.” 


Even miracle, what call supernatural, only nature 
voice the Master nature. therefore the most natural 
thing the world; and when man shall have reached the 
pattern set for him that Master, shall also command 
nature, even the Master did and his immediate disciples: 
for greater works than these shall do, because unto 
Father.” 

Science has already opened the way these greater 
works”; and follow her footsteps shall reap her 
full rewards, the complete subjugation all the forces na- 
ture. But man must first conquer himself ere can conquer 
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the world mind. This the ultimate progress, 
man’s superior education; and Providence orders and even 
controls all movements this direction, though her handiwork 
sometimes hidden from mere human sight. Why should 
halt the half-way house, when the whole plain progress 
lies open before us? Why call that education which but the 
beginning—a part it? 

Let now trace some these principles, operations and 
laws progress they relate the affairs men, and mark 
their development, far discernible. Education, repre- 
sented the schools, religion the church, and government 
the people, the one hand; and agriculture, manufacture 
and commerce, industries affected these, the other— 
these cover the principal items interest subjects which 
progress, directed Providence, has wrought the greatest 
changes the development the race. War, while powerful 
unfolding some the latent forces progress, is, neverthe- 
from misdirected education. But can only devote attention 
this paper one these subjects, the school; not because 
rather behind some others,—but chiefly because reacts with 
such tremendous force upon all other departments human 
interest and industries; and because think, this respect, 
presents the greatest possibility for progress and for improve- 
ment. Next the family, its influence more powerful 
shaping the destinies the people than all other institutions 
even religions and governments are largely molded 
the schools, while all the industries are invigorated and 
directed the intelligence born the This the 
mission the schools, and all other departments industry 
await the progress the schools, but schools larger type 
than any yet organized, shall try show. 

The common school, known, embodies more the 
true educational force, and therefore more nearly represents the 
people than any other. The college and university are the 
legitimate outgrowth these, and should the continuation 
them direct progressive line, the one making the other 
necessity the one completing the work the other. 
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Our first inquiry should be, therefore, Are the common 
schools making due progress, doing all for the people they 
are capable doing? And not, what respect can they 
improved? Both these inquiries can answered the same 
connection. 

These institutions are vital the world’s progress, and 
they have obtained such hold upon the affections the 
people, that have come regard them about perfect. 
please ourselves with the thought that since they have 
wrought such wonders for our people, that but little remains 
done their behalf. But let see. What should sys- 
tem education schools for people? and how should 
they planned meet all their constantly increasing wants? 

answer the first part the inquiry, two essential objects 
should kept view; viz., and the 
economy that involves the least expenditure money and 
means, for this often the most expensive, but that economy 
that invests liberally, and whose returns are proportionately 
large; that education whose actual means and methods, whose 
actual processes and exercises, pay the largest revenue while 
operation, and the end secure the most useful and highest 
degree culture, soul and body. practice, the one 
should the necessary counterpart the other. 

short, man educates himself exercising himself. There 
education, therefore, outside self-education. The high- 
est degree education soul and body attained only 
self-activity soul and body. This involves the gratification 
man’s legitimate desires, and the ministration his natural 
wants lawful way. this respect man not unlike 
ordinary plant, whose highest degree perfection secured 
simply furnishing with just supply all its necessary 
nutrient elements and conditions growth. due activity 
all its native forces thus secured, and educates itself, 
reaches the highest standard growth and perfection pos- 
sible the species; and this, too, without undue extraneous 
promptings. 

precisely with the child, with any other animal. 
well-born and healthy—and these are also educational con- 
ditions—he possesses within himself the native forces edu- 
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cate himself, assimilate whatever environment necessary 
and best for his growth and perfection. And this educates him. 

needs have rational guide, while nature the instincts 
plants and lower animals guide them their growth.” While 
this true, is, nevertheless, just where are apt make 
mistake. not give sufficient credit these same instincts 
tastes childhood, else misinterpret them altogether 
for what call rational ofttimes the blankest kind 
For what intent were these natural promptings childhood 
given, not interpreted, and thus become the guides 
right education? But seek crush out ofttimes what our 
weak warped judgment seems objectionable the child 
nature, and stimulate that which seems desirable—in other 
words, bend and twist that which, left law and nature, 
might develop into some the diviner lines beauty. 

know little yet the trend and possibilities child- 
nature, that scarcely safe for even experiment with it, 
lest mar the harmony God’s handiwork. Nevertheless, 
must needs doing, and experimenting, and studying, 
till know how;; for surely there way, and that 
right way possible, guided our best thought and judgment. 
Another century will probably bring clearer insight into this 
subject; for this, too, the direct line progress. When 
that right way found out, learning, the acquisition 
knowledge, essential part education, will cease 
the drudgery that still adheres it. Knowledge will come 
because there will call for will the natural nour- 
ishment for both body and soul. will growth, and all 
healthy growth pleasure: education healthy growth, there- 
fore education pleasure. 

Moreover, education business; and there good 
reason why should not paying business, aside from the 
benefit conferred upon the that needed this 
case the application business principles and rules, make 
pay not only those who teach and superintend, but the com- 
munity which now heavily taxed order pay the expense 
schools that are avowedly crippled for the want more 
complete appliances. 


4 


1900. PROGRESS AND PROVIDENCE. 231 


will amount almost discovery, though, when the Ameri- 
can people, and all peoples shall learn that the process edu- 
cating boys and girls paying business,—one that may yield 
the people large revenue instead large expenditure, even 
while this process education going on; that the educative 
energy resident every boy and girl can coined into money, 
not only pay all expenses, but handsome income, and that, 
too, which shall improve the quality the education more than 
per cent health, habits, character and conscience. 
this possible? Let see. 

not think was ever intended that either teaching 
learning should drudgery even burden. The provi- 
dence which associate with progress here forbids this the 
very nature the case. 

Work educates; nothing else Play the beginning 
work—the self-activity that wisely directed childhood ends 
useful industry. Work, not drudgery, essential and indis- 
pensable healthy living—Markham’s Man with the Hoe” 
the contrary notwithstanding. There substitute for 
work,—no invention device can take its place the economy 
education; and there just work enough the world 
educate every man, woman and child it, and the man, woman 
and child and the world all need it, all will blessed it. 
has always been so; but the trouble has been, and yet, 
some extent: are not all willing bare hand” and 
our part it. There are too many shirks the world—too many 
seeking what they vainly call education, that they may escape 
the work that educates. This monstrous! .And men, women 
and children, and the world, are suffering the sad consequences. 
And what mean healthy activity,—earnest 
struggle body, soul and brain the most useful labor. This 
the law growth. the law the plant, the animal, the 
man. But some say that plants and lower animals have souls. 
How that grows possesses func- 
tional activity must work die; e., give its talents 
something somebody that them. Work just 
necessary food nourishment. The one without the other 
destructive life and energy. When both are properly ad- 
justed, the highest perfection the organism and the mind 
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and soul reached. Hence, man was made work that 
educates. The law God and nature commands it. Every 
organ and tissue the body proclaims this law, and every func- 
tion soul emphasizes it. All the weaknesses and diseases 
that afflict man are traceable, directly indirectly, the vio- 
lation this law mutual adjustment some form. Obedi- 
ence this law will far toward strengthening, healing and 
restoring man’s weakened and deranged faculties, and the 
same time restoring the earth its wonted fruitfulness, health- 
fulness and beauty. Both man and his abode, therefore, are 
waiting for the healing application—the work that educates, 
that heals, that restores. Therefore, again, the world’s work 
should handed over the schools that need the work— 
working schools—schools composed adults and little children, 
young men and maidens, that all may learn, all may edu- 
cated, and that all the world’s work may done. 
(Concluded next month.) 


NEW DEPARTURE EDUCATION. 


H. M. HODGMAN, BOSTON, MASS. 


ESTALOZZI’S school Yverdun said have attracted 
visitors from all parts Europe. the educators 
the present day, the elementary school connected with the 
pedagogical department Chicago University less 
interest. This school under the direction Prof. John 
Dewey, and, although has generously given large credit 
the corps teachers whose problem was make the theo- 
retical practical, attempt realize ideas proper 
methods education. 

The location the school former dwelling-house, where 
crowded, bustling city, its wide verandas and green lawn have 
most attractive air space and leisure. Within, the visitor 
finds the place brimful joyous, abounding life. group 
little boys and girls seated low table work their sewing 
for boys learn sew and girls carpenter here. The in- 
struction, however, means confined teaching the 
use needle, but everything brought into requisition that 


1900. NEW DEPARTURE EDUCATION. 233 


can illustrate raw material and the processes manufacture. 
Flax flowers and raw wool are shown, and the little folk peer 
through the microscope see the difference between cotton 
and wool fibers. They card some the wool hand, spin 
distaff, and have their own loom for weaving. The mis- 
erable little worm that spins the rich robe for dame also 
tells them its tale. perhaps the teacher shows them cotton 
boll, telling them delightful stories the country where 
grew, the inventors who perfected the different processes 
that have changed this raw material cloth. and out, ina 
slow, painstaking way, the needles pass, while the children 
seem hear plantation songs, picture themselves dark- 
hued figures wearily toiling the white fields, pale students 
bending over the midnight lamp. 

stroke bell the little group passes another room, 
learn the art cookery. simple recipe written 
blackboard. The effect heat, water, and time cooking 
upon the food materials used are explained simple 
experiments. Directions are given for putting together the 
different ingredients the recipe, and the child goes and 
does Putting little white apron and taking his place 
table with gas burners arranged for cooking, brings out 
his table drawer the necessary utensils, carefully measures 
the materials, combines, and soon has his double boiler over 
the flame. luncheon prepared once week each 
group, for twelve people more, including the group itself 
and invited guests. The work involved the preparation 
this luncheon much subdivided. Some write notes invita- 
tion and receive the guests; some prepare the food; some serve 
waiters; some wash dishes, and some compute the cost 
the food. The older groups still further, and provide 
entertainment. The table most daintily set, and the viands 
are consumed with keen appetite. Thus not only cookery 
taught, but the grace hospitality enjoined. 

What was formerly the stable the house has been fitted 
well-appointed gymnasium, with chamber above for car- 
pentry, where boys and girls work together. Here, ready for 
use, little tools, specially designed for little fingers, are ar- 
ranged orderly fashion. 
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the main building many other interesting groups are found. 
one these the teacher making some simple experiments 
physics, while every child eagerly trying put himself 
the best position for observation. another the childish desire 
see the wheels wound” finds its fruition making 
the wheels round; for the pupils are working real clock, 
taking apart and putting together, studying the relation 
small cog-wheels the larger ones, and the effect the pendu- 
lum, with the teacher hand, like animated cyclopedia, 
supplement their efforts occasion requires. 

another room the teacher talking about twining plants. 
She holds one her hands, and endeavors carefully directed 
questioning and constant reference the plant itself, get the 
children perceive and state their own language why the 
plant turns certain direction, all the while interrupted 
many voices eager relate some bit personal observation. 

effort made maintain the martinet order and discip- 
line which much desired the public The chil- 
dren gather about the teacher easy natural positions, standing 
sitting best suits them for the subject hand, questioning 
well questioned, always tremendously earnest, and face 
and posture alike bespeaking intense interest. 

sub-primary department was added the school 1898, 
which children from four eight years age were admitted. 
the remaining nine groups the school-children the ages 
range from six twelve. Age, however, not taken 
basis classification, but rather community interest and 
like stage mental development. 

Turning from this external view consideration the 
subject-matter placed before the children for their assimilation, 
will once noticed that handwork plays very important 
part. introduced incidentally the study primitive life, 
history and the sciences, and dexterity therein the 
chief end carpentry, cooking and sewing. the three latter 
branches great care taken make articles use the 
school home, that the child may realize some immediate 
result from his the carpenter shop, for instance, the 
tiny tots begin making tags, manilla envelopes, paper 
the older ones make match-boxes, trays for toilet articles, book- 
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racks, ladders, and boxes for plants, pencil and paste boxes. 
the sewing department, bags are made hold the pupils’ work, 
holders for the use the cooking class and sleeve protectors 
and when every little brain teeming with thought Christ- 
mas and the good times coming, every hand busied making 
gifts for those home. 

cooking, the first year’s work the preparation cereals 
different forms,—parching, boiling, popping, and observation 
the effect these processes different grains. the 
second and third years the children continue this work, and, 
addition, prepare different kinds toasts, and cook vegetables 
and vegetable soups. the fourth, fifth and sixth years the 
course includes starchy foods, eggs, meat and fish, taking 
last all the preparation batters and doughs with different 
raising agents. 

would unfair, however, look for specimens highly 
tinished workmanship the articles produced any these 
three branches handwork, since the aim the school 
these exercises not make artisans, but give useful mental 
discipline. 

the age eight ten change made the method 
instruction. cooking, for example, simple experiments 
are made bring out underlying principles, and the work 
thereafter treated more applied science. 

The study history preceded that primitive culture. 
The children are told the savages who dwelt cave, hut 
wigwam. are shown pictures and models illustra- 
tion, and questioned the natural resources upon which 
savages must depend, with the idea, perhaps, training them 
think out conditions and probable results therefrom. 
natural sequence there follows the industrial life primitive 
Greece, and then the history Greece, Rome and the 
United States. 

Geography finds chance for expression connection with 
history. 

The literature country follows its history easily and 
naturally, and its masterpieces stand out vividly upon this back- 
ground. this connection the pupils make use good trans- 
lations the Odyssey and Iliad. 
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The botanical work has been outlined Professor Coulter. 
effort made teach but the plant studied 
alive and work.” The children hunt for the 
the twigs, plant seeds, watch their unfolding, and 
later learn their different methods dissemination. are 
made vacant lots study the adaptation plants their 
environment, and, doubt, the burs and cockles said en- 
vironment demonstrate most clearly their excellent adaptation 
for holding on. Plant movements are watched, and the co-rela- 
tions plants and insects observed gardens. 

Physics comes for attention simple experiments with 
reference specific gravity, pressure air, hydraulic pressure, 
force pumps, etc. 

Latin and French are both studied living languages think 
in, rather than turn into English forms from the written page. 
far possible the French acted out. 

facts mechanics, physiography and geology 
are given, and art and music have due place. Special mention 
should made the half hour week given current events. 

The following instances will illustrate the way which the 
work one branch made supplement that another: 
When the class history—to use the terminology the public 
school—was studying social life the colonies, its members 
made the carpenter shop four-post bedstead, similar 
those used colonial times, and the sewing class made the bed 
clothing. When the story the Apple Discord was told, 
the art work was painting apples. Speaking more broadly, 
cooking leads botany, chemistry and related sciences. The 
coal used leads geology and geography and botany 
carpentry and sewing lead knowledge materials and 


processes construction. History, beginning with the life 


primitive man, lays foundation for literature. 
Here instance the exhaustive way which subject 


sometimes treated. Occasion arose for teaching the younger 
groups something about the uses and different kinds wood. 
The children were questioned such varieties they had 
noticed their individual experience they went the Colum- 
bian Museum observe samples different woods, were 
shown pictures trees, and listened description the 
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construction the houses the lake-dwellers. Next they 
considered the woods from which furniture made. Pictures 
made vivid the industrial processes from log-cutting house- 
Visits were made carpenter shops and wood-working estab- 
lishments, and block-houses were built scale. older 
group measured the diameters and circumferences trees; 
compared northern and tropical forests, observed pictures 
Chinese and Japanese houses, and read stories river trans- 
portation logs the mill. group studied the 
forest regions the world, Greek boats and modes naviga- 
tion among ancient peoples, and lastly the shrinking wood. 

For certain period the gulf between this and the public 
school would seem impassable, without very great waste 
time and effort. Some the chief points difference may 
here noted. 

great variety method employed; as, the constant use 
objects, frequent excursions museums, art galleries, manu- 
facturing establishments, the sea-beach for geology, farms, 
dairy establishments,—any place where the children can get 
information. 

The late stage which books are introduced striking 
difference. The the sense organs considered 
more natural and easy child than keeping still book,” 
and much knowledge gained from other sources before books 
are introduced. 

Again, the subject-matter taken the children, the 
emphasis laid studies presenting body valuable 
knowledge themselves rather than those which are sim- 
ply tools enable one gain knowledge. Hence have 
very broad foundation laid knowledge elementary facts 
the natural and social sciences, but reading and writing, 
long holding the foremost place, are delayed until mental 
hunger has been awakened the child, which leads him 
desire command these tools record facts that himself 


had noted, avail himself the records others. 

Should the committee call for the class reading, none 
would rise. But the children not learn read? Yes; but 
means, not They frame their own little sentences 
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about their lessons, and these are typewritten printed the 
school’s printing press, and become the reading lesson for the 
next day! the children always understand the matter, they 
read with intelligence and expression. the older groups 
effort made establish habit consulting books order 
gain information. 

And writing? They learn write the same incidental, 
indirect way, speak, making reports and keeping the 
school journal. 


And mathematics, that standard brain the public school? 


The chicks are learning fractions the carpenter shop; they 
are learning them again the dry and liquid measures the 
cooking lesson, and still third time the measurements 
the sewing class. fact, wherever anything they are 
doing can made teach them, mathematical principles are 
introduced. Thus far palatable disguise has been found for 
our dear old friend the multiplication table, and they wrestle 
with many weary one has done. 

Special note should made the great pains taken 
ize rather than repress the child’s natural activities, direct 
them proper channels, and help him express himself 
through their agency. This would seem accordance 
with the natural instinct which makes every strong, heathful 
child example perpetual motion. 

point which much emphasis laid the inter-relation- 
ship the school and the home. subject has been treated 
Professor Dewey’s recent volume, but few sentences from 
the official school record may not out place here. 

The school organized the basis using many con- 
nections possible between everyday life and experience and 
the more formal work the school. Consequently, the 
introductory work continuation, far possible, the 
forms experience and modes expression with which the child 
already familiar. Differentiation gradually introduced. 
The problem the school then secure that organiza- 
tion and facilities which will give the children 
typical and varied contacts with the materials experience, 
arranged further consecutive and orderly the 
first period school life, four eight years, the children are 
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largely occupied with direct social and outgoing modes action, 
with doing and Occupations which have with 
food, clothing and shelter are seized upon points contact 
with the social and physical environment the child. 

Much importance attached careful observation the 
things which interest the child different periods life, and 
the assigning work that shall appeal those interests and 
the same time direct further his intellectual 
development. The aim place before the pupil some object 
gained that shall seem important 47m, and thus labor 
become pleasure instead task. 

The strain the work pioneer teachers must very 
since material does not exist ready prepared for their 
purposes, and they must needs their own text-books great 
measure. Not only that, but they must walking encyclo- 
pedias answer the animated interrogation points with which 
they have deal. Happily, this somewhat relieved the 
relatively large number teachers, and the fact that each 
specialist her department. this connection, consider for 
moment how much education resolves itself into 
sympathetic companionship. 

sense the school seems very expensive, since its methods 
fully carried out would require school museum, speak, 
objects required illustrate the subjects, excursion fund, 
some outlay for cooking and carpenter materials, and very 
large corps teachers. question also arises modifica- 
tions necessary adapt the country, which some ways 
would furnish excellent theater for its work, but could not 
supply much the way manufacturing establishments, art 
galleries and museums. However, shall indeed prove that 
the result justifies this outlay, school boards should hesitate 
adopt these methods, since nothing valuable the 
young, eager minds found the schoolroom. The hope the 
future lies with them. 

the school was established but few years ago, sufficient 
time has not yet elapsed show the result this primary train- 
ing the later stages education, but many are most eager 
know what will be. Certainly the foundations are laid 
broad and deep, and the atmosphere this school-home that 
joyous interest. can but anticipate that minds enriched 
such training will among those who are never alone 
because accompanied noble thoughts.” Trained see 
what fine issues the simplest, commonest things may tend, they 
will find lying their very feet ladder that shall reach the 
stars. Possibly harmonious development like this what the 
Greeks meant when they called education music. 
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EDITORIAL. 
subject athletics has been given steadily increasing promi- 


nence all our colleges for the last decade, and wisely so. 

Young men, and young ladies also, need exercise, and abun- 
dance it, clear the cobwebs from the brain and keep sound mind 
healthy body. The time when young men could work enough 
nights and mornings and Saturdays pay their way through college 
has gone by, least for the great bulk the student 
perhaps well that has. have quarrel with the past, nor 
desire revive antiquated methods. Happily, too, the time has 
gone when the laborious student carried countenance sicklied 
o’er with the pale cast prefer see the young stu- 
dent full animal life and vigor, brown berry, with firm flesh, 
well-nourished body, and muscles like whip cord. our young 
men are keep themselves superb physical condition 
the highest and best mental work easily and well, they must have 
vigorous athletic exercises. Such exercises, under proper 
are admirable. are glad see the interest—deep 
spreading, and which reaches far beyond college walls—in games 
baseball and football, boat races and tennis tournaments, fencing 
and sparring, and every form athletic exercises. But every good 
thing may overdone. have noted with sad surprise that quite 
number the finest athletes college died within very few years 
after leaving its their efforts excel they had overtrained, 
strained some way weakened heart lungs, and soon the 
youth whom all admired, and looked see accomplish great things, 
died out life ere his work was well begun. Who cannot recall one, 
many, these heart-breaking cases. What more sad than 
young man, grandly equipped for life, dead just was entering 
upon honorable career. then mistake, perchance fatal 
mistake, over-exercise. And unwise for large bodies young 
men engage such scrimmage cane rush. For few 
engage may all right, and practically free from danger; but 
when two hundred excited young men are the thick the fight, the 
danger him who goes down under several tons humanity very 
great. The sad death young Moore recently the Massachusetts 
Institute Technology, illustrates the danger which ever present 
under these conditions. President Pritchett and his associates have 
done wisely putting end this dangerous sport the Institute 


Technology. are glad note that their example has been 
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followed Tufts and the University Chicago. trust every 
other large institution will likewise. Let have abundance 
athletic exercises all our schools and colleges, but let also seek, 
far possible, minimize the danger life and limb, that all our 
youth may forth, not injured exhausted, but thoroughly girded 
for the race and battle life. 


old idea the public library was that was the jail the 
books. The librarian was the jailer, and his chief office was 
keep the books well locked from the public, that they 

should remain fresh, clean and uninjured. They were railed off, 
guarded, and grudgingly doled out hen was absolutely 
necessary, and called after short interval restored their 
places behind the all this now done away, and the public 
are given free access the books. The best librarian the one who 
knows best how bring the books and the public into the closest and 
most vital relation each other. The books and the libraries are 
made for man, not man for the libraries. This healthful and 
needed reform. founded reason and common sense, and the 
old conception has passed away forever. mention the matter 
illustration similar change that coming slowly the con- 
sciousness the people, but surely coming that the schoolhouse 
for the education the community, and the more freely and fully 
used, under proper supervision, for strictly educational purposes, the 
better does fulfill its mission. Many towns and cities have spent 
large sums money building splendid schoolhouses, which are 
ornament the town and source pride the citizens. The main 
purpose for which they have been erected is, course, serve 
meeting-places for the pupils and their teachers the daily work 
instruction. But often the indirect and more less unpurposed influ- 
ences given movement become great tributary school- 
house that becomes large sense the center the educational life 
the community fulfilling the truest way the concept underlying 
its step the right direction when, recently 
happened one our large cities, five public schools are thrown open 
for reading rooms, gymnasia and meeting places for school clubs 
night. the specific instance referred the School Board the 
directing influence over the affairs the clubs. believed that 
this new venture will prove highly educational, morally, physically 
many smaller towns school associations are 
being formed with the schoolhouse meeting place. One such 
association has planned and successfully carried out season’s series 
public concerts through their music committee, very interesting 
and highly educational paintings ‘the art com- 
mittee, besides arranging number gatherings which have been 
addressed able educators topics educational interest. 
believe that the more such movements can fostered and centered 
the schoolhouses the more intelligent the public will become, and the 
better will the public school fulfill its mission, 
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recent difficulty Leland Stanford University, which has 

resulted the resignation two professors and the expenditure 

much indignant editorial rhetoric, brings once more 
before the country the whole question the relation the college 
professor his college, himself and the community. repeat, 
his college and the community, for the assertion frequently venti- 
lated that the scholar this position has obligation save himself 
and his own conception abstract truth and the ideal life will not 
bear examination. The position college university professor 
is, fact, not different from that the clergyman his relations 
his the teacher the common school, the editor; fact any- 
body connected with any institution established represent the upper 
side life, and receiving not only salary but position more less 
honorable, which gives his sayings and doings importance they 
otherwise would not obtain. There are two radics different posi- 
tions that can assumed him who appears before the world 
teacher reformer. First and highest that the absolutely inde- 
pendent critic private and public morals and the reformer 
human affairs general. Doubtless the world owes 
greatest debt for progress out original barbarism its present 
estate. But the practical work applying truth 
ideals this world belongs another class agencies and different 
type man,—the family, the social order, the Church, the school, 
literature, the .entire body organized agencies for the uplift 
society. these the college university one the most impor- 
tant. But college means buildings, libraries, collections, the support 
group learned men. Indeed, now adays college impos- 
sibility without the backing religious denomination, corporation 
representing large wealth The question 
that faces every professor president entering its service is: Can 
with fidelity own conscience work institution repre- 
senting this idea dependent these sources pecuniary supply 
for its honest man would accept professorship 
college established and supported religious denomination, its 
representative, and claim the right antagonize its ideas his teach- 
ing. His right perfect criticise, even overthrow the in- 
stitution, acting from outside; but receive support 
institution believes hostile the truth declares him unfit 
teacher anything connected with true manhood. fact, every 
school, church ‘other organized agency truth and righteousness, 
its relations its pecuniary support, stands foundation 
straw and While the moral code the business 
world immeasurably advance the past, and improving, 
nobody supposes yet touch with the Christian ideal love 
man the Sermon the Mount. The mass mankind transact 
their business according the reigning code with little thought 
attempting adjust higher How many preachers could 
safely overhaul the history the making theirown Vassar 
comes forth from brewery Vanderbilt from the varied operations 
one the great money kings; the beautiful charities Helen 
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Gould from the doings the man held the champion ques- 
tionable financial operations. fact all institutional life life 
compromise. The scholar, the moralist, the successful worker any 
great department, must content take the world affairs the 
best now is, and the uttermost extent educate the coming genera- 
tion into higher, more truthful and beautiful ways doing all things. 
Every man must the judge his own obligation any such posi- 
tion. true, understand the latest advices, that Mrs. 
Stanford objects the habit assailing the management 
his business the man without whose fortune there would have 

been such university and such professor, think his 
wisdom was shown his resignation. Such established 
would upset every college, church organization for the higher ends 
life dependent upon pecuniary support. such thing 
tact, and nowhere more requisite than the teacher. What 
ignore leave other agencies deal with, and what emphasize, 
the test the true teacher and 


world loves How many there have been the 
last fifty The Paris Exposition has just closed success- 
fully. And now our ears are being filled with the sound vast 

preparations Buffalo for another great Pan-American Exposition. 
This small affair corner. The broad-minded men who 
are the head this great undertaking are determined make 
record-breaking Exposition. They will cost $10,000,000. 
For example, there will thirty-three acres courts, and these will 
this that the work being this index the splendid 
nerve and power our young Nation? Men now living can remem- 
ber when Buffalo was little more than village, and now great city 
400,000 plans majestic works like this Exposition. The gates will 
open May and continue open for six months. During 
these months vast concourse our citizens, and inconsider- 
able contingent foreigners, will pass through those gates and drink 
beauty, knowledge and inspiration. Such Exposition truly 
educational. enlarges one’s horizon and increases his knowledge. 
Our readers will glad attend, and every way their power 
assist make the greatest success its kind our history. 


THE PINEBLUFF SANITARY SCHOOL. 
has previously been called the Sanitary School 


Pinebluff, The plan for this school originated with 

Mr. John Patrick, man identified with the upbuilding 
the South, and particularly North Carolina. long ago felt that 
there was need institution where young persons who cannot en- 
dure the severity our Northern winters may continue their studies 
with all the advantages the best academies, and amid healthful and 
mild surroundings. 
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was meet this demand that formulated his idea the 
sanitary school. located what is, perhaps, the most healthful 
section the United C., the midst the 
pine’’ region, one hundred and thirty miles from the 
ocean, and six hundred feet above sea-level. The soil clear white 
sand the depth forty fifty feet, into which the rain sinks upon 
falling, that after the hardest shower there surface water. 
The climate mild, the winter temperature averaging about 40°. 
place where pupils can out doors nearly every day the 
year; and during greater part the time classes are conducted 
the open air, among “the pines. 

not intended make this school for invalids; but rather 
give those whose constitutions will not allow them continue their 
schooling the North, account its cold, its dampness and its 
sudden changes, place where course study can followed 
without interruption, either during the winter months throughout 
the year. Pinebluff there are none the conditions that make life 
the North terror many during nearly half the The dry 
air, the equable temperature, the health-giving pines, combine make 
delight those who have tendencies toward lung bronchial 
complaints. 

The school means offer all the advantages the best Northern 
academy private institution. Competent teachers will charge 
the work, and courses will arranged meet the requirements 
the pupils. 

All inquiries concerning the school should addressed Mr. 
Lincoln, Park Street, Portland, Me. 


THE STATE SIMPLIFICATION FRENCH SYNTAX. 

[At the suggestion Dr. Wm. Harris, Commissioner Education, 
republish the following article from the Times, London, England. 

give below translation recent Decree the French Min- 
ister Public Instruction, intended regularize sundry anomalies and 
dubious uses syntax and spelling, with the long schedule 
ular injunctions and regulations. This schedule been drawn 
the Conseil Supérieur the Ministry Public Instruction, the 
recommendation Commission composed follows Gas- 
ton Paris (President), Gréard, Croiset, Paul Meyer, Clairin, 
Devinat, Comte. 

DECREE. 


all examinations, competitive otherwise, controlled 
the Department Public Instruction, and involving, not involving, 
special orthographical tests, candidate shall suffer any loss marks 
for using the forms contained the appended list. 

forms constructions contrary those contained the 
list shall taught rules any State school any 
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LIST SIMPLIFICATIONS. 


THE SUBSTANTIVE. 


this word may either singular plural, even though plural sub- 
This applies equally the expression prendre 

PLURAL SINGULAR.—In all constructions which the sense 
allows the substantive-complement understood either the sin- 
gular, plural, both numbers will allowed: des habits 
femme’’ femmes; des confitures groseille’’ gro- 
seilles; des prétres bonnet carré’’ bonnets carrés; ils ont 


SUBSTANTIVES TWO GENDERS, 


customary make this word masculine. The 
best authors have also made feminine. Both genders will al- 

Amour, customary make these words mascu- 
line the singular. the plural either gender will allowed: 
grandes orgues; des plus beaux 

and are really two different words. The 
former rare and somewhat should have place ele- 
mentary instruction. 

two words being common gen- 
der, unnecessary pay special attention them. The same 
remark applies all substantives common gender. 

périence, les vieilles gens sont 

may used the feminine all cases: orge 
carrée, orge orge 

sufficient reason for attaching two dif- 
ferent meanings this word according its gender. Both national 
hymns and religious hymns may either gender: bel 

use this word the masculine certain 
expressions based upon very subtle distinction. The feminine 
will allowed all senses: g., grande ceuvre, grande 

prochaines.”’ 

customary employ the masculine, the feminine will 
g., plus haute période’’ plus haut période.’’ 
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PLURAL SUBSTANTIVES. 


exists the rules and exceptions laid down the grammars, all 
proper names preceded the plural article will allowed take 
the plural g., les Corneilles’’ well les Gracques 
des Virgiles’’ (types) well Virgiles’’ (editions). The 
same rule will apply the names persons used denote the 

PLURAL Nouns.—When borrowed nouns have be- 
come thoroughly French, they may form their plural according the 
general rule: g., des exéats’’ well des 


COMPOUND 


The same compound nouns are found to-day both with and 
without the hyphen. useless weary children with contradic- 
tions that cannot justified. The absence the hyphen pomme 
terre’’ does not prevent this expression from forming true 
compound chef-d’ceuvre’’ for instance. 

Everyone will free conform the existing rules for compound 
nouns, but modifications may introduced according the following 
principles 

Nouns formed verb and substantive may written one 
word and form the plural the ordinary way: essuie- 
main, des essuiemains; abatjour, des abatjours; fessemathieu, 
des gagnepetit, des gagnepetits; des 
But such expressions garde forestier, garde gén- 
which the presence the adjective clearly indicates that 
substantive, the words will continue written 
separately. 

Nouns formed substantive and adjective may joined 
separated. either case the plural will follow the general rule: 
g., coffre fort’’ des coffres forts’’ 

Nouns formed adjective and substantive may treated 
similarly: une basse cour’’ bassecour, des basses 
bassecours; blanc seing’’ blancseing, des blancs seings 
exception will made the case the words 
pronounced bonshommes, des The follow- 
ing may written one word without apostrophe 
grandmesse, 

Nouns formed adjective and substantive, denoting new 
object named from one its qualities, may similarly treated: 
e.g., rouge gorge’’ des rouges gorges’’ 

Nouns formed two adjectives denoting person thing may 
written separately, without hyphen, each retaining its own inflex- 
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ions: sourd muet, une sourde muette, des sourds muets, 
des sourdes muettes; douce etc. 

Nouns formed two substantives apposition may either 
written two words, each taking the sign the plural, one 
word without phen, taking the plural sign the end only: 

Nouns formed two substantives, substantive and adjec- 
tive, one being the complement the other, but with particle 
show the connexion, may written one word, the last component 
only taking the sign the plural: timbreposte, des timbre- 
postes terreplein, des 

For the words Dieu, féte seems preferable main- 
tain the existing usage and separate the constituent elements. 
will not, however, counted error write them one word: 

attention need paid the plural the words Dieu, 
féte Dieu, bain marie,’’ they are not used the plural. atten- 
tion need paid either, iry instruction, ‘the plural 
word denoting obsolete game. 

Nouns formed numeral adjective and substantive adjective 
may written, even the singular, one word, with the plural 
quarts, des 

Nouns formed two substantives joined preposition are 
written separately, each part obeying the general rules syntax 
chef d’ceuvre, des chefs pot feu, des pots 
feu; pied d’alouette, des pieds alouette téte téte, des 
téte 

10. Nouns formed various elements borrowed from substantives, 
verbs, adjectives, adverbs, and foreign words may written sepa- 
rately ition, they will take the ordi- 
chassécroisé, des chassés croisés’’ des chassécroisés; fier 
entéte, des tétes’’ des entétes; une plus (moins) value’’ 
une plusvalue (moinsvalue), des plus (moins) 
values gallo romain’’ galloromain, des- 
gallo romains’’ des 

The strangely formed word sot laisse’’ need not considered, 
and, general way, useless complic: ite elementary instruction 
with the plurals such compound nouns laisser aller, oui dire,’’ 
which, account their meaning, are not used the plural. 
hen the constituent elements compound nouns 
are separated, the hyphen may always omitted. 
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THE ARTICLE, 


tomary employ the article before certain Italian family names; 
Tasse, and sometimes before personal names 
Dante, (le) Guide.’’ Ignorance this custom will not re- 
garded error. Great uncertainty also exists the proper way 
writing the article which part certain French proper names: 
writing such names should pointed out. 

SUPPRESSION THE ARTICLE.—When two adjectives joined 
refer the same substantive denote two different things, 
the suppression the article before the second adjective will al- 

Du, la, will allowed instead 
des bons fruits.’’ 

plus, moins, invariable neuters very subtle and 
little value. superfluous introduce into elementary in- 
struction. plus, plus, les plus, les moins, les etc., 
will allowed such constructions as: les arbres 


THE ADJECTIVE. 


AGREEMENT the phrase ‘‘se faire fort de,’’ 
agreement the adjective will allowed: faire fort, forte, 

ADJECTIVE CONSTRUCTED WITH SEVERAL SUBSTANTIVES.— When 
qualifying adjective follows several substantives different genders 
may always put the masculine plural, whatever the gender 
the nearest substantive: appartements chambres 
Agreement with the nearest substantive will also allowed: 
courage une foi 

demi, adjectives may agree with the substan- 
tive they precede: pieds; une demi,’’ 

constituent words may combined 
into single word forming its feminine and plural according the 
general rule: g., nouveaunés, nouveau- 
nées; courtvétu, courtvétue, courtvétus, courtvétues,’’ etc. 

But compound adjectives colour which, consequence 
ellipse, have become genuine substantives will treated invariable 
g., des robes bleu clair, vert etc., well 

Past present the participles ap- 
prouvé, attendu, ci-inclus, ci-joint, excepté, non compris, compris, 
passé, supposé, placed before the substantive which they 
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are joined are already treated preposi- 

tion. The agreement these participles will optional, and there 

will insistence the application the rules their position, 

jointes, les piéces (without hyphen between and 

The same choice will allowed for the adjective 
franc port,’’ franche port, une lettre.’’ 

ference sense, according the adjective agrees with the word 
with the word denoting the person referred to, will not taken 
into consideration. 

NuMERAL Vingt, justifies cer- 
tain cases the existing rule, which requires these words the 
plural when they are multiplied another number. The plural form 
quatre vingts dix, hommes; quatre cent trente,’’ quatre cents 
trente, 

The hyphen will not insisted between the word denoting the 
units and the word denoting the tens: dix 

mil huit cent quatre vingt mille huit cents quatre vingts 


DEMONSTRATIVE ADJECTIVES, INDEFINITES, AND 


particles and may joined the pro- 
nouns which precede them, without any distinction being drawn be- 
the latter constructions the hyphen may suppressed. 

put the plural without hyphen: mémes, les dieux 

adjective may take place whether the adjective begins with conso- 
tout heureuses’’ heureuses; tout entiére’’ 
toute entiére.’ 

before the name town may all cases agree, the 
subtle distinction between such constructions tout 
Rome’’ and Rome’’ being Similarly, when 
woman supposed speaking, will permissible write 

When used the indefinite sense both 
and the following substantive may used the singular 
toutes sottise est tout (tous) temps tout (tous) pays.’’ 

Aucun.’’—With negative this word may used either the 
singular the plural: faire aucun projet’’ aucuns 
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this pronoun follows the verb and refers 
plural subject object, the possessive son, sa, ses’’ the possessive 
leur place.’’ 


THE 


apostrophe and hyphen may 

may suppressed when the pronoun-sub- 
ject follows the verb: g., ‘est 

des need not laid down for such constructions 
these, which cannot studied profitably apart from the texts which 
they occur. question style rather than grammar, and has 
place either elementary instruction examinations. 

THE VERB PRECEDED SEVERAL SUBJECTS NOT 
JOINED THE CONJUNCTION the subjects are not resumed 
indefinite word like tout, rien, chacun,’’ the verb may always 

THE VERB PRECEDED SEVERAL SINGULAR 
JECTS JOINED comme, avec, ainsi AND OTHER SIMILAR 
douceur force n’y peuvent peut rien; santé 
général avec quelques officiers sont sortis,’’ est sorti, 
camp; chat ainsi que tigre sont des carnivores’’ est 

ConcorD THE VERB WHEN THE SuBJECT COLLECTIVE, 
—Whenever the collective followed plural complement, the 
verb may agree with the complement: peu connaissances 
suffit’’ 

The present custom being put the verb the singular, the singular 
will allowed even when plus followed plural com- 
plaindre.’’ 

CoNCORD THE VERB PRECEDED ceux (une celles) 
the verb the relative sentence singular plural? 
This delicate point, which has place either elementary in- 
struction 

EST, SONT. 


present practice the use these forms 


differs widely, and the best writers often use c’est’’ before plural 
substantive plural pronoun the third person, the use 
sont, des montagnes des 

SEQUENCE present subjunctive, instead the 
imperfect, will allowed after conditional: g., faudrait 
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THE PARTICIPLE. 


PRESENT PARTICIPLE AND VERBAL ADJECTIVE.—Attention should 
paid the general rule, according which the participle points 
the action, the adjective the state. doubtful cases will suf- 
ficient for pupils and candidates show proof common 
class work all subtleties should carefully avoided: sau- 
vages vivent dans les bois.’’ 

Past existing rules for the concord the past 
participle constructed with have always been more less 
questioned writers and grammarians. The rules have gradually 
become more and more complicated, and the exceptions—according 
the form the object that precedes the participle, the use the verb 
literal figurative sense, and the dependence other verbs upon 
the and more numerous. Moreover, the rules are 
ceasing rigidly observed, and seems useless persist gal- 

vanizing into life rules which are only source perplexity 
class-room, which not any way serve develop the intelligence, 
and which render the study French very difficult for foreigners. 

There nothing change the rule according which the past 
participle, when used epithet, agrees with the word qualifies, 
or, when used attribute with the verb étre’’ intransitive 
verb, agrees with the subject: des fruits ils sont tombés 
elles sont 

The past participle constructed with however, will 
allowed remain invariable all cases which has hitherto been 
expected agree with the object: livres que j’ai lu’’ 
les fleurs qu’elles ont cueilli’’ cueillies; peine que 
pris” 

Similarly the past participle reflexive verbs will allowed 
remain invariable all cases: sont tu’’ tues; les 


coups que nous nous sommes 


THE ADVERB. 


SUBORDINATE use this negative 
particle gives rise many cases complicated and difficult rules 
which are often contrary the usage the best writers. Without 
regard the character the principal sentence—whether affirmative, 
negative, interrogative—the suppression will allowed 
all subordinate propositions depending such verbs phrases 
the following: défendre, éviter que,’’ etc.: dé- 
fendre qu’on vienne’’ vienne; craindre, désespérer, 
n’aille; douter, contester, nier que,’’ etc.: doute pas 
que chose soit vraie’’ soit vraie; tient peu, tient 


Similarly, the suppression will allowed—(1) after com- 
paratives words expressing comparison, such autre- 


4 
§ 
q 
Bee. 


252 EDUCATION. 


les résultats sont autres qu’on croyait’’ 
and que’’: g., moins qu’on accorde 
n’accorde 


examinations desirable that mistakes which prove nothing 
against the intelligence the real knowledge the candidates, but 
which merely betray ignorance some shade meaning some 
grammatical subtlety, should not treated serious faults. Such 
mistakes, for instance, bear the following points should especially 
treated very lightly Substantives which change their gender 
according they are abstract concrete, such garde, 
etc., which have slight difference meaning accord- 
ing their gender, such merci, etc. (2) 
Special and technical plurals, such and ciels” 
The use the article and different prepositions before masculine 


FOREIGN NOTES. 


SIMPLIFICATION FRENCH SYNTAX. 


The recent decree the Minister Public Instruction France 
with regard the simplification French syntax, has excited much 
discussion the scholastic and the literary circles France, and 
much interest all countries where the French language serious 
study. The purpose the decree, explained the official circular 
which accompanied, eliminate from the elementary schools 
and from the state examinations certain grammatical subtleties and 

rare exceptional usages which embarrass ‘the young mind, and which 
are not essential either for understanding what read for the 
development the mind. 

The regulations whole are approved school circles, but the 
final direction, which leaves much the judgment individual exam- 
iners, severely criticised tending foster confusion and uncer- 
tainty with respect constructions. 

The whole spirit and scope the decree are condemned 
Brunetiére recent number the des Deux Mondes. 
other hand, considered that the commission which submitted 
the draft the new regulations comprised two eminent members the 
French Academy. One the two, Gaston Paris, president the 
commission, author and critic not less repute than the somewhat 
arbitrary genius who sets the literary standard the 

England the concessions the decree are favorably received. 
The Civil Service Commissioners have announced that they will 
permitted Government examinations French. The Cambridge 
Syndicate for local examinations has made similar announcement, 
and according the London the Oxford 
Syndicate will take the same action. 


' 
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ANTI-CLERICAL MEASURES FRANCE, 


The purpose the French Government resume aggressive 
policy respect clerical schools comes surprise many who 
have supposed that the conciliatory attitude would lasting. 
announced, least semi- officially, that administrative careers will 
henceforth open graduates state schools. 


EDUCATIONAL MOVEMENTS ENGLAND. 


England the midst educational revolution, which, but 
for the weightier interests the South African war, would 
absorbing topic. The new Board Education has entered upon its 
work, and has gone far enough show the inadequacy the law 
which was created. This Board, will remembered, takes the 
place the former Department Education, and includes the Science 
and Art Department. may also, under Royal sanction, absorb 
the educational functions the Charity Commissioners and the 
Agricultural Department. The province the Board much wider 
than that the former department, extending secondary and 
technical education. While the functions the Board with respect 
these departments are limited the inspection such schools 
apply for the service, generally believed that this provision but 
entering wedge, and that further legislation will soon follow which 
will affect the whole character secondary education the Kingdom. 
this belief that causes intense interest the action the Board with 
respect the inspection secondary schools now provided. The 
two problems which must solved the near future are the powers 
the existing School Boards with respect secondary education, and 
the relation technical secondary education. England indeed 
the opening new era education scarcely less important than 
that which was ushered the school law 1870. 

regards elementary education, the most important changes the 
last two years relate the matter compulsory attendance upon 
view its great importance the reviews 
recent number the whole subject compulsory school legislation. 
The following condensed from this source. 

The matter school attendance England and Wales governed 
local by-laws, which must, however, conform certain require- 
ments the Authority. The minimum age for partial 
total exemption from school attendance was originally fixed ten 
years. was raised twelve years law 1893, amended law 
1899. Hence, every child between the ages five and twelve 
must attend school full time unless his case comes under the exception 
allowed the law 1899. This law empowers local authorities 
make by- law respecting children employed Agriculture. Such 
by-laws apply only children between the ages eleven and twelve 
who may employ during school hours work under 
the following conditions: (1) Such children must attend school until 
the age thirteen; and (2) between the ages eleven and thirteen 
they are not required make more than two hundred and fifty attend- 
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ances each year (on total four hundred school sessions) they 
have passed the school grade fixed the by-laws for partial exemp- 
tion. 

regards children between the ages twelve and thirteen, 
required that they shall attend school either full time half time unless 
they have passed the grade fixed for total partial exemption the 
by-laws their respective localities. child under the age 
thirteen years can employed full time factory even 
though may have completed the school grade required his dis- 
trict for total exemption from school attendance. 

Until recently, children between the ages thirteen and fourteen 
were not subject compulsory school attendance. law the pres- 
ent year empowers any local authority submit the Board Edu- 
cation for approval by-laws affecting children the age 
such by-laws have yet been submitted, but the provision empha- 
sizes the tendency prolong school-life. 

The labor children mines has long been regulated special 
legislation, but recent laws have modified also these conditions 
favor prolonged instruction for the children affected 
metalliferous mines the employment ground boys under 
teen and females any age prohibited. mployment abov 
ground connection with these mines subject the same 
sions employment factories and workshops. coal mines the 
employment ground boys under thirteen and females 
any age, prohibited. The employment children between twelve 
and thirteen ground restricted certain hours and days, with 
the practical effect reducing the work the half-time’’ basis. 

These various measures have been adopted the government for 
the public welfare, and oftentimes against the opposition the 
employers and the working classes. 


BOOK NOTICES. 


accommodate readers who may wish it, the publishers will send, post-paid 
receipt the price, any book reviewed these 


NATURE AND THE CHILD. Charles Scott, A.M. have 
this volume thoroughly helpful unfolding the aim and method nature 
study, with examples worked out detail and series graded courses suitable 
for the different seasons the year. any teacher parent does not know 
exactly how work take the subject with the pupil this book will 
furnish all needed information. The fully worked out study the dandelion 
and the rabbit are excellent examples what and how it. 
believe that many father and mother will find this book revelation, and 
following its guidance will enter upon new field delightful companionship 
with nature and with their own children. Nothing could better for both 
parents and children than take such course study together, though, 
course, this book primarily addressed teachers. the best and most 
thorough presentation the possibilities and aims nature study that have 
seen, and simple and lucid that any intelligent person can follow the plan and 
accomplish the work mapped out, with profit and pleasure. Boston: 
Heath Co. Price, $1.50. 


Appleton’s Twentieth Century Text-books Series have THE ANCIENT 
MARINER AND OTHER Samuel Taylor Coleridge, edited Pelham 
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Edgar, Ph.D., and SPEECH THE CONCILIATION WITH THE 
AMERICAN COLONIES, edited William Crane. The books this series are 
all superior merit, both the text and mechanical make-up. The volumes 
under review are edited with copious and well-chosen notes and study plan for 
the guidance high school scholars. fine portrait the author faces the 
title page each. Published Appleton Co., New York. Price, 
cents each. 


cellent little book that deserves wide circulation throughout the primary and 
grammar grades. Besides special exercises for the proper development the 
various parts the body, there are sensible chapters about the care the eyes, 
the hands, the feet, the ears, the heart. The chapter cleanliness worth the 
price the book and greatly needed many schools. most heartily 
commend the volume the attention all teachers, and believe that they can 
make use the schools with real benefit the children, the school order 
and discipline, and the homes the Johnson Publishing Com- 
pany, Richmond, cloth, only cents. 


EAST AND THE FAR West RED CHILDREN. Mara Pratt. 
attractive little book stories from and about aboriginal children here 
presented. constructed along true pedagogical lines. most original 
feature furnished the illustrations. With the co-operation the teachers 
the schools one our large cities several hundred drawings made the 
children those schools were secured. From these drawings the artist selected 
the best and most typical for the illustrations the book. thus get 
the fresh impressions the text upon the actual child-mind. The demand 
children for stories action recognized. heroes and heroines are pic- 
tured doing something, and the interest the young reader engaged and 
held the outset and throughout the book. All children love Indian stories, 
and the deeds other children always interest them. Children will enjoy going 
school when such attractive books are used for supplementary reading. New 
York: The Morse Company. 


Tue Art Hinsdale, Ph.D., LL.D. Professor Hinsdale 
has done real service the teaching profession and humanity writing 
out the results his ripe experience student and pedagogical instructor, 
this volume. vast amount time and energy wasted wrong methods 
and bad habits study. ‘This waste rarely referred teachers, and the 
pupils our schools seldom have any effective assistance rendered them 
their teachers correcting faulty methods preparing their lessons. The hints 
given and the principles laid down are fundamental. one the best peda- 
gogical books the year. New York: The American Book Company. Price, 
$1.00. 


little volume, the family history the Jukes, family degenerates, with the 
Edwards family, notable New England annals for scholarship and ability. 
Many striking lessons are drawn from the contrast between the two. Out 
twelve hundred Jukes three hundred and ten, more than one four, were 
professional paupers. Four hundred men and women were physically wrecked 
early life their own wickedness. Seven were murderers. One hundred 
and thirty were convicted criminals. The conclusions drawn the influence 
heredity and the value early training and habits industry are impregna- 
ble. Harrisburg, Pa.: Myers Co. Cloth, cents; paper, cents. 


OUTLINES Economics. George Gunton and Hayes Robbins. 
This volume suitable for the use literary and debating societies and high 
schools. takes successively the leading topics social economy such 
series that society holding bi-monthly meetings could cover them all six 
months’ course. wish there were many more such societies than there are, 
for believe that the careful study this volume, company with other 
students, accompanied with debate. would very helpful forming correct 
public sentiment. New York: Appleton Co. 
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Arranged and transiated Frank Miller. Stage setting, actions and music 
Raleigh Nelson. This dainty volume presents the spirit and action the 
love story and Dido. The authors have made only such minor addi- 
tions and alterations the original the dramatic necessities required. 
They have introduced lyrics here and there, have curtailed scene two, and 
have removed the final tragedy Dido’s suicide behind the scenes. ‘The volume 
gives delightful insight into the mind and the art Vergil. Boston: Silver, 
Burdett Co. Price, $1.00. 


Messrs. Lee Shephard have just published the tenth edition 
book wonderful. Many years ago President Charles Kendall Adams wrote, 
his Manual Historical Literature: other book has the organization 
the ancient family been briefly and clearly described; and nowhere else 
have the peculiarities the Greek and Roman religious systems been well 
presented. will favorite book with every scholar that possesses it.” 
And what wrote then equally true to-day. 


Dr. Marden, author Pushing the Front, Architects Fate, Winning 
Out, etc., and the able and genial editor Success, has just brought out two 
admirable little Hour Opportunity and MANNERS AND 
Success. the former the author makes one’s blood tingle passes 
swift review the ways which multitude quick-witted, purposeful 
sighted youth seized the golden moments which led fortune success. 
breezy little book and full mental ozone. Good Manners Dr. Marden 
makes clear how essential these are success any kind. shows the ambi- 
tious youth that must neat and well dressed, and must exercise self-respect 
and self-control would rise the world. Dr. Marden’s stories and illustra- 
tions are crisp and right the point, and well mixed with sense and brains. 
But best all Marden, his own person, exemplifies the teaching 
these little books. has been assisted their preparation Abner Bailey. 
The publishers these dainty booklets are Thomas Crowell Co., New 
York. Price, cents each. 


Ways. William Long. Mr. Long one the most 
interesting the modern school students and writers nature study. 
has real love wild life, and has spent much time alone the wilderness 
with the beasts and birds, and knows them intimately. absolutely 
truthful witness, and reports wild creatures they really are, disclosing the 
good and the bad. Therefore his books are always healthful, instructive and 
interesting. does not carry over human attributes into the characters the 
dumb brutes. There enough that interesting, fresh and suggestive their 
ways and moods without adding them subtracting from them. Mr. 
books are commended, unreservedly, the utmost value for supple- 
mentary reading. And the general reader who takes them will not fail 
read the whole from start finish. Boston: Ginn Co. Price, cents. 


PERIODICALS. 


great novel India, Rudyard Kipling, will popular feature. The best artists will con- 
tinue make this one the best illustrated American quote this sensible 
sentence from article the December number The Ladies’ Home Tasteful dress 
wholesome and necessary woman good food and But she makes 
life long debauch clothes, she exactly the position the glutton the 
America the the subject article the December Forum, from the pen 
Hon. John Barrett. important group papers the Reconstruction period will appear 
during the coming year the Monthly. The various authors will represent both the 
North and the South, and many different shades political opinion. The November issue 
discussed number able contributors. The final chapter Dr. Grace Peckham Murray’s 
contribution the subject Deformed Children,” appears the December 
letin No. 10, the Division Forestry the United States Department Agriculture, gives 
instructive facts and figures about the forest Reserves South Dakota, the Adirondacks, etc. 


= 


